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At the conclusion of Peter and John healing the lame man in the name of Jesus (Acts 
4:1-12), the religious leaders warned them of severe consequences for further 
mentioning Jesus (Acts 4:17,18). Instead of being fearful, disgruntled, or even 
aggressive, the disciples prayed and preached boldly with a focus on the sovereignty of 
God. (Acts 4:23-37) 
 
I. Belief in God’s sovereignty frees us up to focus on God’s mission. 
The disciples pointed in Acts 4:25-28 to the fulfillment of Psalm 2 where through David, 
God predicted that the conspiracy against the Messiah would not work. The Jews 
crucified Jesus, but God’s plan was ultimately accomplished in the resurrection. God is 
in control, using even the rebellion of those working against Him. 
 
Because God works through ALL circumstances of our lives, we can count on Him to 
bring about a greater good, even in the midst of pain and suffering. The powers of 
darkness might aim to take us out of the game, but our loving Creator is in control. This 
frees us from the distractions of fear and injustice in life, so that we can joyfully pursue 
God’s mission of being who God wants us to be : His people (His Church), taking or 
holding ground for His Kingdom.  
 
II.  Belief in God’s sovereignty frees us to be generous with God’s resources. 
Just as God had called Israel to radical generosity in Deuteronomy 15, the early Church 
actually experienced this generosity as “there was not a needy person among them” 
(Acts 4:34). God calls His Church today to be radically generous with all the resources 
(e.g., money, time, talent) that He has given us. 
 
God’s sovereignty frees us to be generous with His resources, to obey Him daily, to 
persevere in difficulty, and to have joy when circumstances are not joyful because we 
know good will come out of it. It frees us to focus on our mission: to spread the Gospel. 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
1. How would recognizing God’s sovereignty (control) affect your prayers? 
2. How can we grow in our trust of God’s sovereignty? (Resource, Acts 4:31) 
3. In spiritual warfare, have either of the two major distractions, fear or injustice, ever 

blocked you from your mission in the Kingdom? 
4. What is God’s mission? For your life? For the church? 
5. What would “radical generosity” look like in your daily life? 
6. How would unity, focus, and generosity, be important concepts for Perry Creek 

Church? 


