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March 12, 2017 (Launch Series Acts 1-7) 
Sermon: The Joy of Passing the Test, Acts 5: 17-42 
 
In Acts 5:7-42, Peter and the apostles defied the warning of the Sanhedrin to cease talking 
about Jesus, and taught the Gospel openly in the temple. They even were empowered by the 
Holy Spirit to brazenly remind the Jewish priests of “hanging him [Jesus] on a tree” (Acts 5:30). 
When we in our own lives face tests of resistance to the Gospel, how do we respond? 
 
Thoughts to consider when facing resistance: 
 
1. God often protects His people. 
The apostles were freed from jail by an angel (Acts 5:19) and from possible death by the 
moderate teachings of Gamaliel (Acts 5:33-39).  They were released with a flogging (Acts 5:40), 
but in all circumstances the apostles had one response: sharing the Good News of Jesus (Acts 
5:31,42). They chose to “obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). They truly showed that they 
could walk through fearful threats from others, with a loving God who often protects His people.  
The apostles were willing to risk their comfort, their reputations, and their lives for the expansion 
of the Gospel. 
 
2. God always protects the Gospel. 
The apostles’ response to threats and even flogging, was not fear, anger, questioning God, 
rhetoric against it, or vengeance. Instead it was “rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name” [Jesus] (Acts 5:41). Nowhere here, or elsewhere in 
the New Testament, are we told to demand our rights. Instead, the NT response to injustice is 
joy!  Always, we know that our Father is watching over us and working for us. 
Why joy when apostles facing resistance?  

1. They passed the test - showing their quality as worthy followers of Jesus Christ. 
If we can get past the fear of resistance, we just might find an opportunity to speak up 
and represent the Gospel of Jesus. 
2.   The Gospel continued. - with no disciple backing out, spreading the Gospel in 
the temple (Acts 5:42) and eventually to the whole world. 

 
As John Ulrich’s former Muslim friend exclaims, “The Gospel is worth it.” The opportunity of 
sharing the Gospel of our repentance & our sovereign God’s forgiveness (which opens us to 
personal transformation and eternal life), is worth facing discomfort and even personal suffering. 
May we recognize resistance to the Gospel through the leading of the Holy Spirit, and lean 
into/embrace the opportunities and joys of testing. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
1. Has the Gospel always been good news to you? 
2. What opportunities have you experienced in your life recently to share the Gospel?  How did 

you respond?  
3. When joy is not your first response to resistance to the Gospel, how do you get there?  Can 

you prepare? (Resources: Daniel 3:17-18, Matthew 5:10-11) 
4. What has transformed Peter and the apostles into courageous, focused, powerful leaders 

who openly shared the Gospel?  Can this happen to us? How? 
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5. If the Gospel is more important than our physical safety, why does God so often protect us 
anyway? 


