
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich:Sermon Summary & Discussion 

 

April 2, 2017 (Charter Sunday) 
God’s Building, I Corinthians 3:10-15 
 
Today The Church at Perry Creek celebrates its Charter Sunday, establishing its foundation in 
the work of Christ and the indwelling of His Holy Spirit.   In I Corinthians 3:10-15, Paul 
encourages us, as members and believers, to build well on this foundation. 
 
1. We are all building something (I Cor.3:10). 
It is no longer just about us, but what God is calling us to do, to bring to others the pure word of 
God, “the good news” (Romans 10:14-15).  As our church is taking shape, God is giving us the 
opportunity to build with Him: “Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain” 
(Psalms 127:1). 
 
2. We all have our jobs (I Cor. 3:10-15). 
a. The job of leadership: laying the foundation of the church correctly as “expert builder[s]” (I 
Cor. 2:1-5). It is a mindset and lifestyle of following God’s glory, wisdom and power, while 
recognizing our broken dependence on Jesus, and being sure the church stays on this path.  
b. The job of members: putting right materials into the building (choosing what we personally 
will bring  to the building of the church). It is leaving behind personalities, politics, and cultural 
biases in order to build into this church the things that really matter, e.g.: love and forgiveness 
through the Gospel; joyful generosity and even sacrifice; compassion for the surrounding 
community.  
 
3. We will all face a test (I Cor. 3:12-15). 
Only things  done in obedience to Christ will ultimately remain and multiply into an eternal 
reward. The ability to faithful labor comes from our new identity as “God’s temple, building” (I 
Cor. 3:9,16), but even if we fall short in our efforts, God offers grace to save us (I Cor. 3:15) as 
we continue to turn to Him. 
 
It is our joy and delight to build things of eternal value into this new church, The Church of Perry 
Creek. 
 
 
   Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What would a church where “the Lord builds the house” look like to you? 
2. What would it mean for our  leadership to act as wise builders? 
3. What right building materials could we bring to the church which will stand the test of fire? 
4. Some accuse churches of being filled with hypocrites and many other faults. Should we 

Christians all then live in fear of the test of fire? 
5. Have you found your place within the building of our church? How is it similar or different 

than a role your have played in church membership before? 
6. What might we have to leave behind in order to build the church well? 
 
 
 
                        


