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April 9, 2017 (Launch Sunday) 
Everybody’s Jesus, John 12:12-36 
 
It’s Palm Sunday and Launch Sunday! Our guests are likely thinking, “who is this place for?” 
The story about Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (Palm Sunday) from John 12, is opportunity to talk 
about who our church is for and who Jesus is for…(spoiler alert – Jesus is for us!). 
 
1. Jesus is the Star of the Show. 
The crowd that saw Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead merged with the giant crowd that had 
come to Jerusalem for Passover. The word about the miracle quickly spread among them. The 
crowd began to act out a military prophecy to celebrate a king (Ps. 118), as Jesus fulfills his 
prophecy as a gentle, meek, and humble Messiah riding a donkey (Zec. 9). Everyone from the 
disciples, the crowd, to the Pharisees, even Jesus is acknowledging He is the star of the show. 
All is as it should be since everything prophesied about him either has come, or will come true.  
 
2. Jesus is for Everybody. (v. 19, 20-22, 23, 32) 
Jesus’ ministry had been directed to Israel, but now, as Gentiles (non-Jews) began to follow 
him, it signals Jesus that “his hour” had come. That is: now that He is “everybody’s” Jesus, His 
crucifixion, resurrection, and return to heaven must follow to complete His mission here on 
earth. This key point of the story is one of the main things we want all people to know at 
TC@PC which is: Jesus is for everybody (Rev. 7:9-10) and He is for you!  
 
3. Jesus brings Life from Death. (v. 24-25, 27-28, 31-33) 
Jesus’ moment of glory is brief as he speaks of His death, and so the crowds’ mood and 
loyalties begin to change. Jesus lived on earth as one of us, he lived in perfect obedience 
(without sin) to the Father, he lived a life of total love for his fellow man (for everybody). Yet, the 
crowd, the Pharisees, the disciples -- perhaps even us – had not understood that Jesus only 
brings life through his death. This is the central message of Christianity. Jesus took the wrath of 
God upon himself so we wouldn’t have to, so that we might instead receive resurrected life.  
 
4. Jesus calls for a response. (v. 35 & 36) 
Jesus doesn’t care about religious ceremony, social class, or even our morality, but He does 
want us to take life from His death by trusting in Him. Jesus asks us to trust in Him as God’s 
Son, the Messiah, who gave His life in place of our own, and that through his resurrected life, 
we may have life.  
 
 
   Discussion Questions: 
 
1. How do we in our lives cry “Hosanna” on Sunday and “Crucify Him!” on Friday? 
2. Do we believe Jesus is for everyone?  How do we “show” or “don’t show” it? 
3. If having a conversation with a seeker, how would we explain Jesus is for everyone?  
4. We believe God is active in our lives. How can we be certain not to miss any “signals” to act 

on His will for our lives? (Hint: Jesus is in conversation with His Father).  
5. The Greeks went to Phillip because he had a Greek name. Share a “common interest” or 

experience that allowed (or could allow) you to give glory to God, and His Son. Now 
consider how everyone IS similar (Hint: Ro. 3:23: all have sinned and fall short of his glory). 
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6. Since Jesus is for everyone, how would we explain the consequences of choosing or not 
choosing to trust Him? 


