
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich: Sermon Summary & Discussion 

 

April 16, 2017 (Easter Sunday) 
The Reality of the Resurrection, I Corinthians 15:1-18 
 
Historically and currently, Christians come to the same conclusion as Paul: If you believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, then all of Christianity makes sense. Christianity stands or falls on 
the truth of the resurrection.  (I Cor. 15:1-11) 
 
I. The Resurrection Is Real 
 Christ died for our sins, was buried, rose again, and appeared to many witnesses (I Cor. 15: 3-
7).   The resurrection is not a moral pathway or something we do, but something God has done 
for us. Christianity is simply something that happened with real evidence that has to be 
believed. The most compelling evidence to Pastor John was the radical transformation of so 
many lives of people who met the resurrected Christ. 
 
II. The Resurrection Has Implications 
 A. If the Resurrection is real, Jesus is real. 
If the resurrection is real, then Jesus probably was who He said was and all his claims, whether 
spiritual or objective, were true.  
 B. If the Resurrection is real, death is over-rated. (I Cor. 15:6) 
Although death often seems so powerful, overwhelming, the Bible presents it more gently. Paul 
describes it as falling “asleep” (I Cor. 1:6). Because of Christ’s resurrection, death has lost its 
“sting” (I Cor. 15:55), beginning with Christ and continuing with us. 
 C. If the Resurrection is real, we have to talk about it. 
It is good news to be shared with all:  Jesus was raised, never to be sick, broken, or die again. 
Believing in the resurrection is the cure for death; believing in the resurrection gives us eternal 
life.  This news is not about us, but about a loving God who has reached out to us by His son’s 
death and resurrection, to transform our lives here on earth and allow us to live with Him 
forever. 
 
If we are Christians, may we celebrate and live out the implications of the resurrection 
intentionally. If we are not believers, may we offer ourselves to God who loves us, died for our 
sins, and welcomes us to His eternal family. 
 
    Discussion Questions: 
 
1. Has the resurrection of Jesus changed or transformed your life? 
2. In a few sentences, how would you share the resurrection story with a friend who is a 

non believer? 
3. Has fear of the cost ever influenced your sharing the resurrection story? What costs 

might block you personally?  How might the living Christ want us to handle this? 
4. When you have been around death, was it peaceful or full of sting? (Check out I Cor. 

15:55, I Cor. 1:6, I Thess.4:15, Rev.14:13, Luke 2:29, Phil.1:21) 
5. As Christians, how do we “celebrate and live out the implications of the resurrection 

intentionally”? 


