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Who needs a Savior, Luke 18:9-27 
 
Through parables, Jesus teaches how one can have eternal life – and how one cannot. 
Ultimately, one must conclude…what is impossible with men is possible with God. We’re not 
perfect, but we can be forgiven – and that makes all the difference to live a grace-filled life. 
 
1. We all need a Savior. 
The Rich Young Ruler asks Jesus what he needs to “do” to earn salvation. In false confidence, 
he’s relieved by Jesus’ response to “love his neighbor” something he’s “been doing” all along. 
Through more conversation Jesus reveals his true heart despite personal opinion otherwise. 
Like this man, if at first glance we consider ourselves basically good (i.e. loving, generous, and 
humble) – look again! Our “better-than-most” comparisons deceive us because they’re based on 
current social or cultural environments. The bottom line is: God defines good. Whether we 
recognize it or not, He says we are fallen and need a Savior, and He has provided a Savior.     
 
2. We all have a Savior.  
Jesus is perfectly good, which is why He can save us. He led a life of perfect obedience, in 
perfect love of his neighbor – a life that we cannot live. If to be “good to your neighbor as 
yourself” is to give that which is most precious to you, God the Father gave his One and Only 
Son, and God the Son, gave his life. In doing this, God was showing his own goodness and why 
he alone is the standard of goodness in our lives. Jesus Saves! 
 
This is the good news! We’re not left here on our own to earn, to prove, or obey our way to 
heaven. The tax collector asked for mercy as a sinner, and was justified. Jesus said, let the 
children come -- as one humbly and dependent – to receive the kingdom of God. The humble 
response of recognizing we need a Savior and that we have a Savior -- is the way to eternal life.  
 
3. The more we know that…the more 2 things will happen:  
 

- We will receive more of God’s grace. The more we can admit our need for grace is 
when more of God’s enabling grace will be found in our lives. 
 

- We will share more of God’s grace. The more we realize God’s love and forgiveness 
for us, the more compelling it becomes to love and forgive others.  

.  
 
   Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What are we doing in our lives in an attempt to be “good?” 
2. How does our American culture hinder our realization that we need a Savior? (i.e. wealth, 

medicine, status)? 
3. Why must we consider God’s definition of “good” over our own? What is possible in your life 

only through God? 
4. Why is pride a most dangerous sin? 
5. What are we afraid/unwilling to give up to follow Jesus? 
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6. How does serving others show grace and humility? If we serve our Perry Creek Church 
community well, what results should we see? 


