
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich:Sermon Summary & Discussion 

 

May 14, 2017  (The Real Jesus Series)  
The Greatest Teacher: The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-6 
 
In the present series, we are learning about Jesus as portrayed by Scripture: as human, as 
Deity, as Savior, and today as teacher. Jesus was the world’s greatest teacher in terms of the 
originality of His ideas, His presentation, and His influence on the world. Two balanced aspects 
of His teaching are found in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5,6) describing His Kingdom: 
 
1.   Jesus was a teacher of great compassion.  (Mathew 5:1-10 - Beatitudes) 
The beatitudes are blessings for those who are hurting in spiritual poverty from the brokenness 
of this world, or those who are suffering as outsiders from society.  Jesus offered them all 
compassion, even congratulating those who recognize their spiritual poverty, their sin (Matt.1:3). 
 
2. Jesus was a teacher of great conviction. 
Nobody in His time, or throughout history, had as much conviction as Jesus. In the Sermon on 
the Mount in the New Testament, Jesus lays out incredibly demanding and absolutely true 
expectations of His followers, e.g.: standard on sex (Matt.5:27-30), on truthfulness (Matt.:5:33-
37), and on giving (Matt.6:1-4). 
 
3. Jesus’ compassion and conviction come together most clearly in the Cross. 
As individuals and equally important as a church, we must have compassion… to invite and 
welcome even “outsiders” different from us;  compassion to those who struggle spiritually, 
troubled by their sin, or perhaps are lost in sin and do not yet know it.  Jesus also equally calls 
us to be people of conviction, a people of holiness who know the standard and are troubled by 
all sin. 
 
With God’s help, we must be a church that reflects and balances both the compassion and 
conviction of Jesus, among ourselves and with the world.  We need to get past our initial desire 
simply to live “safe” lives, and reach out in mercy to the hurting outsiders and those struggling 
spiritually. Furthermore, with the Spirit’s assistance, we want to be dead serious about holiness, 
showing us the importance of morality and the need for a solution to real sin.  Only then can we 
and others know and experience the grace (compassion) and salvation (conviction) offered by 
Jesus in His death on the Cross. 
 
 
  Discussion Questions: 
 
1. Is compassion outward and conviction inward? 
2. Are you quicker to compassion or conviction? 
3. Have you seen or experienced the blessing of any of the beatitudes? (See Matt.5:1-12) 
4. Are you bothered by any of Jesus’ demands on us in the Sermon on the Mount?  (Matt.5-6) 
5.  How is it possible to follow Jesus’ example of perfect balance between compassion and 
conviction? 
6.  Have you recently been able to get past your own brokenness to reach out in compassion 
and conviction to others? 


