
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich: Sermon Summary & Discussion 

 

May 21, 2015 
(The Real Jesus Series) : The Judge, Various texts 
In discovering Jesus as presented in the Bible, the one thing that discomforts most people is the 
idea that Jesus is going to judge us.  To help us move toward understanding, let us consider 
three questions about the Judgment Day (Daniel 12 & mentioned by every writer in the New 
Testament, and most frequently by Jesus Himself, as in Matthew 16:27): 
I. WHO will be judge? 
It is not God the Father who is going to judge but Jesus: “And he has given him authority to 
judge because he is the Son of Man.” (John 5:25-27)  
II. HOW is the judgement going to happen? What will it be like? 
A. Everyone will be judged. 
In Rev. 20:11-15, Jesus judges the dead, “according to what they had done”.  Unbelievers 
receive eternal judgement solely on the basis of their actions.  Believers have eternal life 
through faith in the saving death of Jesus (Jn 3:16; Jn 5:24)), but they must also appear before 
Christ to “receive what is due for him for the things done while in body, whether good or bad.” (II 
Cor. 5:10).  Christians will be rewarded for the good in their lives, and suffer lack of reward/loss 
for the bad. As believers, we are not condemned (Rom. 8:1), but are praised by Christ only for 
those thoughts & behaviors which are truly in obedience in God’s service. (I Cor. 3:10-15) 
B. Christ’s judgement will be thorough. 
Judgement will include everything about us, good or bad (II Cor.5:10); not just our deeds, but 
the motives of our heart and even our idle words. Because of Jesus’ thoroughness, we do not 
have to judge! 
C. The judgement will be fair. 
Humans do not know how to take the environment and circumstances into account. Jesus 
knows what everyone’s response would be if our circumstances were all equal, and He will 
judge fairly. (Matt.11:20-24) 
III. WHY is Jesus the one who is judging us? 
In John 5,25-27 Jesus is given authority to judge because he is the “Son of Man”. In Rev. 5:1-3, 
the powerful “Lion of Judah” becomes a vulnerable “slain Lamb”, worthy to execute judgement 
because He died for everyone, and He has created a kingdom out of those redeemed people. 
 
To bring in His Kingdom, Jesus must judge in order to end evil in creation and us. In mercy, our 
deeply loving God has offered us eternal life in the exchange of our flawed lives with the perfect 
sacrifice of His only Son. Our response is to accept this exchange, and worship Jesus 
(Rev.5:11-14.  May we lean into Jesus and be transformed by the Gospel. 
 
 Discussion Questions: 
1. As a Christian, were you surprised to learn that you will be judged? What will be judged for? 
2. When dealing with imperfections in yourselves and others, do you first go to judgement or 

mercy? 
3. Author Katherine Marshall once wrote that she felt that Church members are extremely  

judgmental. Do you agree? How can we loosen up? 
4. How do we look at judgement of ourselves: an opportunity? a rejection? a threat? 
5. Americans value “fairness”, and we often complain that life is “not fair”. According the 

sermon, why is Jesus our only source of fairness. 
6. Why should we worship and be eternally grateful that Jesus (perfect man and perfect God) 

is our judge? 


