
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich:Sermon Summary & Discussion 

 

June 18, 2017 (Unwavering Series) 
Showing the Authenticity of Your Faith, James 1:19-27 
 
Christianity is compelling to this world only when others see authenticity in the faith of believers. 
People are turned off by hypocrisy where folks claim to have beliefs or abilities they really do not 
possess in their lives.  
 
Three ways we should live out an authentic faith (James 1:19-27): 
 
1.  Get rid of things like anger, that you know to be wrong. 
James commands his listeners to be slow to anger, and teaches that men’s anger doesn’t work 
God’s righteousness (James 1:19, 20).  Our vengeance does not bring about God’s justice.  
True justice in a given situation comes from God, not us, because we never have all the facts, 
and no two people (perpetrator and victim) measure pain in the same way, which can produce 
hatred, estrangement, and even wars. As God’s representatives on earth, we are told to get rid 
of anything we know to be wrong (anger, pride, lust, materialism, etc.) in order to show the 
authenticity of our faith (James 1:21). 
2.  Practice the Word you claim to believe. 
The danger possible in receiving the Word of God is that we simply hear it and do not act on it 
with obedience (James 1:21-25).  We can be deceived into thinking that we have addressed an 
issue in the Word when we really have not. We actually have to put into practice the words we 
say we believe.  God does not want smarter sinners steeped in more beliefs and rational 
understanding of the Bible; He wants obedient sinners humbly following His Word and the 
guidance of the Spirit. 
3. Don’t talk about the purity of your religion: show it. 
In order to show the purity of Christianity in action, James teaches us to bridle our tongues 
(extremely difficult), keep ourselves “unstained from the world” (so not to be hypocritical), and 
visit those who are powerless, e.g., orphans and widows, who cannot or will not reward us for 
our efforts (James 1:26,27).  
 
May we here Perry Creek Church become the powerful church that God’s intends: a church 
where the Gospel is compelling to others because we experience an authentic faith. May we live 
out this authentic faith by our own imperfect lives that are constantly being transformed into His 
image (II Cor. 3:18) and by our obedience in action to the Word and His empowering Spirit. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Benjamin Franklin once committed himself to a project of daily and systematically correcting 

his individual personality flaws.  Have you ever tried correcting something you felt wrong 
within yourself?  Were you successful?  As Christians, how do we identify and change the 
wrongs that are in our lives? 

2. Are we as Christians never to act on our anger? 
3. What keeps us from acting out our faith as the Word and the Spirit show us?  Why do so 

many of us feel we do not have strong enough faith to act? 
4. What does it mean that God does not want smarter sinners?  
5. How would you now respond to a person claiming they would never go to church because 

Christians are so hypocritical? 
6. How can we as a small group help those who can’t help us back? 


