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June 25, 2017  
(Unwavering: Living out a single-minded faith series) 
Favoritism, James 2:1-13 
 
James tells Christians to “not show favoritism” (James 2:1-13).  Every one of us struggles 
because of a tendency to play favorites and show partiality in our minds or our actions toward 
others.  Favoritism can show itself in many ways:  regarding money, education, social status, 
physical attractiveness, gender, ethnicity, etc. 
 
A. Defining the problem.  
James is adamant about faith and favoritism not mixing (James 2:2,3).  As believers, we have 
to get this right because God has put us in this time and this place: with so many people 
showing hostility and division in our country and with such diversity in our physical church 
neighborhood.    
 
B.  Three reasons not to mix favoritism and faith: 
1. Favoritism is an expression of doubt, not faith.  
The original Greek words in James 2:4, and their use in several other places in Scripture, 
suggest that with discrimination we have doubt within ourselves that God will not reward us. We 
become double minded between God’s views & our views of others (James 1:6). God’s way is 
to help those who cannot love us back (e.g., widows and orphans, James 1: 27).  God alone 
will reward believers, sometimes in life, but certainly in judgement day (James 2:12). 
2. Selective obedience equals disobedience. (James 2:9) 
We cannot claim to obey God if we only obey Him when it suits us. To select certain individuals 
as favorites would be disobedient. Through God’s eyes, we love all people with our minds & 
actions, e.g.:   in faith, we see the poor are rich in faith and heirs to the Kingdom.  
3. Refusing to show mercy is refusing to receive it. 
In the same way that believers judge or show mercy, it will be shown to us (James 2:12,13). We 
might want vengeance, but do we want God to treat us similarly? Our relationship to our brother 
reflects our relationship to God, which centers in the Gospel: offering reconciliation to God with 
all who are sinful, hostile, distant, through the death & resurrection of Jesus Christ.  James 2 
teaches us to give to others the same love and mercy that He has given us in the Gospel.  
 
We may have differences, but God calls us to Himself, and loves us however we are.  With 
God’s help, may we do the same for others.  May we truly welcome anyone who comes into our 
lives or our church. 
                                Discussion Questions: 
1. Can you give an example of when you showed favoritism in the following areas: education, 

spirituality, ethnicity, age, gender, social status? 
2. How would you see the following through the eyes of faith: a person with AIDS, a 21st 

century feminist, a beggar with a sign at an intersection, a poor and uneducated immigrant 
from Syria, or a Hindu? 

3. Are we blinded by our own thoughts and opinions so that we cannot even see our 
favoritism?  What can we do? 

4. Why not just “try harder” not to show partiality? 
5. What does James mean when he says, “Mercy triumphs over judgment.” (James 2:13) 
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6. If mercy is the wellspring from which all of this flows, what mercy have you experienced that 
would flow in welcome, love, generosity, and hospitality to all others? 


