
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich:Sermon Summary & Discussion 

 

7/16/2017 (Unwavering Series) 
The Untameable Tongue, James 3:1-12 
 
James 3:1-12 is written especially to teachers, a verbose and influential group, to whom James 
warns about the dangers of the use of the tongue.  However, these same principles can be 
applied to all believers in our earthly struggle to get our total lives under God’s control. 
 
A. The Warning: Be careful about taking the title of “Teacher” 
In an unusual and unexpected command to believers, James exclaims, “Not many of you should 
become teachers…” In fact, those who teach,“will be judged more strictly”(James 3:1).Teaching 
is certainly a foundational need in the church, but James discourages the pride of taking the title 
of teacher too seriously, hypocrisy, and the misuse of their knowledge & influence.  Teachers 
make their living by their tongues, & James warns the tongue can be very dangerous. 
B.  Reasons the tongue is dangerous 
1.  The danger of difficulty 
The tongue is very difficult to control, and exposes us to more judgment by God. It is so difficult 
that if you can master the tongue, you can master the “whole body”…anything! (James 3:2). 
2.   The danger of directionality 
The tongue is so powerful in its influence, so effective in its ability to control direction, that its 
words can change the direction of people’s lives…for the better or worse (James 3:3-5). As 
teachers and speakers, we have the power, with responsibility & accountability, to change lives. 
3.  The danger of damage 
The powerful tongue is capable of great damage with few words, from a spark to a flame of fire 
from hell (James 3:5-6).  We need to be careful with our words, to everyone we come in contact 
with, especially in our families and our church.  
4.  The danger of double-mindedness 
With the same tongue, we might praise God and ignore/put down/curse others (James 3:9-12). 
Double-minded speech comes only from a double-minded heart (James 1:6-8). 
C. Applications for us all: parents&children/teens, husbands&wives, friends/acquaintances, 
whoever speaks with others. 
1. What goes for teachers, goes for the rest of us too - in the judgment and dangers of the 
tongue. The tongue is so powerful that even a few idle words can do incredible damage. 
2. What goes for the negative power of the tongue, goes for the positive too - The tongue 
can also be used to glorify God, and heal others by words of 
encouragement/forgiveness/praise/praying/apologizing, etc. 
 
Prayer: Thanks to God that there is grace at the Cross, that through the Gospel we can speak 
words of healing to others around us, as individuals and as a church.  
Discussion Questions: 
1. Do you consider yourself to be a teacher?  Why or why not? 
2. Physical pain can be remembered but not re-felt. Emotional pain can be both remembered & 

re-felt.  Have you ever received pain/hurt from the words of a fellow Christian? 
3. Have you ever caught yourself or been caught (Pastor John’s example of the voice 

recording) in words that you are ashamed of? 
4. Have you ever tried to stop speaking negatively of others? How did that work out? If “no 

human being can tame the tongue”(James 3:8), then how can we hope to change our ways? 
5. What does it mean that “double-minded speech comes from a double minded heart”? 
6. Have you spoken words of healing to any in your small group since you met last time? 


