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July 23, 2017 
(Unwavering Series: Living Out of a Single Minded Faith) 
True Wisdom, James 3:13-18 
 
James 3:13-18 helps us understand God’s wisdom in Christian living.  James answers the 
questions, “How do you know when someone is wise?” and “How do we recognize God’s 
wisdom so that we can lean into it when we see it?” 
 
I. The General Test of God’s Wisdom:  True wisdom is found not in having all the 

answers, but in a humble, Godly lifestyle (James 3:13) 
True wisdom is not someone who has studied (education, credentials), not the truth and depth 
of your ”words”, not your sense of confidence, or not “speaking truth” with all the right answers. 
Knowledge of the Bible and recognizing truth with our minds help us to grow, but true wisdom is 
shown by our Godly humility with teachable attitudes & lifestyles. 
II.  Worldly/False Wisdom: pursues rivalry and leads to disorder (James 3:14-16).  
False wisdom seems at first wise, but really is not. James 3:14 tells us to avoid “bitter envy and 
selfish ambition”. Both envy and ambition can begin with a zeal for a good cause and then 
change into jealous, possessive, contentious rivalry, e.g.: a doctrine, a musical style, political 
views, a ministry, a personality, any preference, any personal turf that we fight over, etc. Our 
argumentative behavior. promoting rivalry over different causes, originates in the earthly here & 
now [world], the unspiritual [flesh], and the devil’s reasoning (James 3:15). Our desire to “win 
no matter what” results in disorder and potentially every evil thing (James 3:16).  
III. God’s True wisdom:  pursues peace and leads to righteousness (James 3:17,18). 
James 3:17 lists virtues of wisdom (pure, peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy & 
good fruit, impartial, and sincere) which all revolve around peace-loving in all circumstances and 
the single-minded pursuit of peace with no duplicity or hiddenness. The clear result of God’s 
wisdom, planted in the soil of peace, is a “harvest of righteousness” (James 3:18). God’s 
righteousness grows out of peace, not from justice or a sense of “rightness”. This is the heart of 
the Gospel:  God Himself pursues us, not in anger to bring justice for our faulty lives, but in love 
He sends His Son to die for us so that we might have peace in a personal relationship with God 
as we accept His forgiveness and grow in righteousness. 
Prayer: 
As followers of Jesus, we need God’s wisdom in every area of our lives. May our humble, Godly 
lifestyles show forth our beliefs to others. May we pursue God’s peace which leads to 
righteousness. May we recognize and model more of God’s wisdom in our lives, in our families, 
at Perry Creek Church, and in our society. 
 
                                         Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What does a humble, Godly life look like? With your family, friends, church, society? 
1. How do envy, and selfish ambition show themselves in your/our lives? 
2. Where have you seen disorder result from worldly/false wisdom? 
3. What does it really mean to be a “peace maker who sows peace”? 
4. Is God’s righteousness growing in your life or those around you? 
5. Any suggestions for ways your small group in our church can show God’s wisdom?  
6. For your own meditation: Check out how James’ view of God’s wisdom is solidly in line 

with the rest of the Bible - I Peter 5:5, Jesus blessing humility and teachability in the Sermon 
on the Mount in Matthew 5:1-7:29, the Book of Proverbs prolifically describes the wise man. 


