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 (Unwavering Series: Living Out of a Single-Minded Faith) 
The Best-Laid Plans, James 4:13-17 
James 4:13-17 invites all of us as Christian believers, especially those in the middle class 
(James 4:13), to take God into account first when we make all our plans: small & large, short 
and long term.  James shows us the mistake many of us make when we create our our plans, 
and shows us a solution. 
 
I.  How to plan: Sometimes we make plans without taking God into account. (James 4:13) 
Though people make plans without God’s input all the time, James considers it serious business 
for Christians to consult with God first and seek His wisdom in our plans. Our “flesh” opposes 
the things God wants, and the battle rages throughout our lives to walk past our fears, our pride, 
and our desire to control our world. Only God’s Spirit, as we turn our will to Him, can help bring 
God into all the areas of our lives, e.g.: our hobbies, careers, spouses, children, priorities, 
retirement choices. 
II. Three problems when we plan without God’s input : 
 A. It is foolish.   God is in control by working out “everything in conformity with the 
purpose of his will” (Ephesians 1:11). Our own efforts are like a “puff of smoke” (James 4:16). 
 B. It is ungrateful.  We are boasting in our arrogance when planning without God and it 
is “evil”. It is as if God has been dismissed and we have no use for Him (James 4:16). 
 C. It is sin. Sin is not just doing something forbidden; it is also choosing not to actively 
seek God’s will in every area of our lives (James 4:17). 
III. The correct approach to planning is to recognize God’s control and seek His will 
(James 4:15). God is in control of all: our circumstances, our opportunities, and our challenges. 
Beyond that, God wants us to recognize His authority, and ask He (God’s will) wants us to do 
(James 4:15). 
 
Suggestions from Pastor John’s experience for HOW to find God’s will: 
1. Obey Scripture. The more we know and obey the Bible, the less mysterious God’s will 
becomes.  We need to let Scripture be constantly guiding the circumstances of our lives, 
allowing us to invite God into our plans before they are made. 
2. Pray. Anywhere & any time - Ask, tell, question, praise, thank, just talk plainly and honestly to 
God. The openhearted relationship of love with God in prayer changes things. Sometimes we 
get clarity for our plans when we are actually praying, and sometimes later when we discover 
ourselves right in the center of God’s will. 
 
As individuals, as spouses, as parents, grandparents, and especially as God’s Church at Perry 
Creek,  we need to recognize our struggles & God’s control, & seek His will as we make plans. 
 Discussion Questions: 
1. Are you now plotting a course for a new endeavor? How does this sermon speak to you? 
2. Are you intentionally or unintentionally actually doing what James 4 tells us not to? 

(Not planning the way God would have you plan) 
3.  Have you ever asked the question, “How do I find God’s will?”  What do you think of 

Pastor John’s suggestions? 
4. Do you tend to compartmentalize your life with God as just one room? Is this sinful? 
5. Can you give an example of how you or any believer in your experience, has been 

changed by their interaction with Scripture? 
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6. Are you actively involved in praying for God’s will in the plans for your life, as well as the 
life of your church? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       


