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August 6, 2017 
(Unwavering Series: Living Out a Single-Minded Faith) 
Who Will You Follow?, James 4:1-12 
 
James 4:1-2 makes us look closely at ourselves to discover what or who it is that we truly follow 
in our daily lives. In our desperation for love and joy, what choices do we make? Do we chose 
our own selfish desires/lifestyle, or do we choose to follow the living Christ? 
 
I.  Friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God (James 4:1-4). 
Worldly goals are all self serving: causing sin with others, sin within ourselves, and sin against 
God. Conflict with others comes from motives of our own desires. Internally, we are so selfish 
that we usually either do not pray, or pray only for our own passions/pleasures. Maybe a 
particular sin is more important to us than what God offers. We cheat God, as adulterers, when 
we choose seeking joy in self centered gifts/pleasures, and not in God Himself. 
 
II.  Even in our sin and rebellion, there is much grace (James 4:5-6). 
The core of our sin is our unbelief in the promises of God as we struggle in life.  How can we 
follow our Lord? Our loving, jealous God offers us help: providing His own Son to forgive us of 
sin, and giving us the Holy Spirit to guide our lives as we struggle with with our sin on earth. 
Only God can satisfy our souls as He gives grace, love, and joy to His humble followers. 
 
III. Because of the grace of God, we can truly live (James 4:7-12) 
For our part, we can truly live when we use our wills to submit ourselves to God, and receive His 
grace. While on earth, we continually submit to God, each and all sinful parts of us that the Spirit 
shows us need changing. We discover that God is all satisfying with fullness of joy (Psalm 
16:11) and “infinite joy” (C.S.Lewis).  Now we can resist sin more effectively (James 4:7). 
 
As we turn our eyes to follow Jesus, He cleanses our ways, and draws us to want to know more 
of God (James 4:10).  As we humble ourselves before Him, we will find ourselves exalted in His 
grace as His own children. May we run into the open arms of our Father, as did the Prodigal 
Son, and exchange our sin for His grace, love, and joy. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
1.  If the world might describe the lives of Eric Liddell, Jim Elliot, and CT Studd as “wasted”, 

then how would you describe “success” in the life of a Christian, according to James? 
2. If we are friends with a non-believer, are we an enemy of God? (James 4:4) 
3. Consider the joys and sorrows of your own prayer life. What are the implications if you do 

not have one?  Have you ever examined your prayers for what they are or are not? (James 
4:1-4) 

4. What does the fullness of God’s joy look like in your life? in those Christians around you? 
5. What is our actual part, and God’s part, in getting to experience the grace, love, and joy of 

God?  Have you ever exchanged any sin for God’s grace & transforming power? 
6. James 4 is talking to believers about slander, fights, and quarrels.  What does James think 

the problem is?  How can it be prevented/solved? Is quarreling inevitable in churches? 
7. Will we ever be rid of the struggle with sin in this life?  How do we manage it? (James 4) 
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