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August 13, 2017 
(Unwavering Series: Living Out a Single Minded Faith) 
“Wealth and Security”, James 5: 1-6 
 
Last week we saw James addressing the middle class or merchant class (James 4:1-12), 
encouraging them to cease following the world and find joy in God. In our study today, James 
speaks directly to the rich who are hoarding wealth  (James 5:1-6), warning them to stop trying 
to find security in their earthly riches. The cries of the harvesters, the poor, the workers, have 
reached the ears of the Almighty (James 5: 4) and the hoarding wealthy are to be pitied and 
judged in the “misery that is coming on you” (James 5:1).  The implication is that God wants 
His people to turn Himself for security and meaning, and not to wealth. 
 
I. The passage (James 5:1-6):  Those who hoard wealth for security will be 

judged. 
Three reasons the rich will be judged: 
A. They are “hoarding” more than they can possibly use.  (James 5: 2,3) 
The problem is not the wealthy, but the misplaced priorities in the excess of their wealth (e.g., 
food, earthly goods, money, etc.), not being used in a society (both then and now) where many 
are poor and few are rich. 
B.  They are hoarding their wealth “in the last days”. (James 5: 3) 
In the last days, the earthly is less important.  In the New Testament, Jesus’ resurrection from 
the dead shows us the greatness of an eternity with Jesus, making the hoarding of earthly stuff 
and the earth itself, much less critical. When James says it is the last days, it means that 
judgement is near. Jesus will return after His resurrection to both save and to judge. We need 
to focus on the eternal.  
C. They are hoarding by dishonest means. (James 5: 4-6) 
By unjustly withholding wages and denying the poor of basic necessities through the courts, 
the rich, with no conscience whatsoever, use their power to hoard wealth. 
 
II.  The Application:  God wants His people to find their security not in wealth, but in Him. 
God does not want us to give our hearts completely to this physical world.  The rich, Godly 
people of the Bible (e.g., Abraham, Job, David, Solomon, Joseph of Arimathea) demonstrate to 
us how imperfect, wealthy believers can find meaning and keep their ultimate focus on God. 
Our security, our real meaning, life itself, are to be found in the eternal foundation of our 
relationship with God, made possible only through the death and resurrection of His Son. God 
asks us to give our wealth, not because He needs it, but to demonstrate our trust in Him who is 
our true provider and safety.  We are to be stewards our worldly wealth, which has been 
temporarily entrusted to us by God, so that He, through the guidance of His Spirit, can invest it 
for good. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What “riches” in your life are creating idols and distracting you from God? 
2. Are your treasures temporary or eternal? 
3. What does our financial strategy say about God’s provision and our faith in that provision? 
4. Which of these are important to you? - to be rich in things - to be poor (humble) in spirit? 
5. Have you ever lost wealth?  How did it affect your relationship with God? 
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6. Based on James 4 and 5, how would you talk with a person seeking “more out of life”, 
meaning, security?  

7. Based on James 5, would you ever talk with a believer caught in the web of hoarding 
earthly wealth? 


