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August 20, 2017 
(Unwavering: Living Out a Single Minded Faith Series) 
“Dealing with Injustice”, James 5:7-11 
 
James directly addresses the issue of Christians facing injustice, and the larger issue of 
suffering adversity, when he speaks to the poor, those who receive so much injustice and 
abuse (James 5:7-11). 
 
I. How Should Christians Respond to Injustice/Adversity?   
 James says that we should be patient in adversity because “your oppressor’s judge 
[the Lord] is coming” to bring resolution (James 5:7a). We try to do what we can, but not 
everything can be fixed by us and we simply have to persevere, waiting for God’s solution 
without seeking resistance or vengeance (James 5:11). 
 Ultimately we wait for the Lord’s return (James 5:7) when total justice will be served. 
Meanwhile, we also wait patiently in the smaller moments of our lives….for God to show up 
and remind us that He is active (e.g. the farmer is encouraged by the rains but the situation not 
resolved until harvest - James 5:7b,8). The rains act as encouraging markers that God is 
actively with us and that things are progressing as they should toward resolution. 
II. How should we respond to each other when there is Injustice? 
 Times of waiting are not unusual in adversity, and we need to be careful not to take our 
frustration with adversity against each other because our own “Judge” is coming too (James 
5:9).  Groaning/grumbling is a natural response when our circumstances are less than ideal, 
but we are not to turn on each other. We need instead to encourage and serve one another in 
the midst of our own situation of adversity. 
III. How should we respond to adversity in general? 
 As believers, we need to recognize the end of adversity even when we are in the middle 
of it.  Just as Job, and virtually all the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord, had to 
persevere in the face of suffering adversity (James 5:10,11), we too need to endure adversity 
with patience, because we know our compassionate and merciful God will eventually bring His 
resolution (James 5:11).   
 Many times, God uses the suffering and confusion of the middle of adversity to bring 
the blessing of the end (e.g. no crucifixion, no resurrection). An important formula to remember:  
Adversity + Endurance = Blessing (James 5:11). The more we look for this pattern, the more 
the Holy Spirit will transform us into actually recognizing the end of adversity when we are in 
the middle of it.  He will expose our weakness, our immaturity, and our sin, and use 
perseverance to produce maturity (James 1:4).  We may not know the specific resolution, but 
as we wait patiently in adversity, we know that the resolution is ultimately controlled by the 
compassion and love of our Heavenly Father. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. James 5:7-11 is calling us back to James 1:1-4, 12.  What does it mean to persevere? 
2. What can help us stand, to wait patiently in times of trial or suffering? 
3. Have you ever experienced “markers” in the midst of adversity? What were they like? 
4. If we are not to take it out on others, what do we do with our groaning and grumbling in the 

midst of waiting for God’s resolution of adversity? 
5. Have you ever looked around in the midst of suffering adversity, and wondered in faith how 

God is planning to work it out?  Or are you consumed by fear/worry/anxiety/anger, etc? 
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6. Adversity + Endurance = Blessing (James 5:11a)  How does this formula apply to you? 
 
 
 


