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September 24, 2017 
(DNA Series: Who We Are at the Core) 
“Our Great Commission”, Matthew 28: 16-20 
 
Just as the Gospel writers each concluded their books with Jesus’ parting call to his followers 
to obey the Great Commission (then and in the future), we too are to “go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded” (Matt: 28: 16-20). The call to missions is 
one of our core values: our task, our obligation of spreading the Gospel — in our 
neighborhoods, across our nation, and around the world. 
 
Observation #1:  God calls every one of us to live our lives on a mission. 
The Great Commission, the climax of the Gospel of Matthew, is our most basic command from 
our Savior, as individuals and as a church. We are told by Jesus that “as you go, wherever you 
go, make disciples of all nations” (better translation from Greek of Mtt. 28:19). As believers, this 
is our constant mindset. 
 
Observation #2:  The command is for ALL nations (Mtt. 28:19). 
The Greek word for “nations” here points not just to countries, but also to ethnic groups, 
cultures, people groups. This means reaching in and beyond our local communities to ALL 
peoples, especially “outsiders” we might normally overlook. Twenty five % of our total Perry 
Creek Church budget goes to missions: local needs, church planting, and foreign missions 
(largest amount). 
 
Observation #3:  The command is primarily about discipleship (Mtt. 28:19). 
Perry Creek Church’s primary mandate from Jesus is to point people to the spiritual, and focus 
on the advancement of the Gospel. As we understand the depth of people’s eternal spiritual 
needs for their God, we become more generous with providing their physical needs, as did the 
early Church in Acts 2:45, who realized that their resources were only temporary while on earth 
and needed to be shared. 
 
Observation #4:  This command is only done through the presence of Jesus. 
The Great Commission begins with Jesus’ authority (Mtt. 28:18) and ends with Jesus’ presence 
(Mtt. 28:20). We need the presence of His Spirit as we pursue this command wholeheartedly 
because this huge task will lead us to places way “over our heads”, and is fulfilled only with His 
presence and power. 
 
Will we, as individuals and as a church, choose to leverage our lives and open our hearts to be 
a part of bringing the Kingdom of God to earth? Will we lean into and rely on Jesus’ authority 
and presence when we obey His command to “make disciples of all nations”? 
Prayer: Speak to each of us through Your Spirit and show us Your next step. 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Is the Great Commission an obligation or a privilege? Explain. 
2. What does it mean to “make disciples of all nations”? 
3. What is God showing you as you take the next step to educate, encourage, and engage 

others as you spread the Gospel? 
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4. All of us as Christians should be sharing the Gospel by the way we live our lives. However, 
Jesus’ command in Matt. 28 is a call to action. Are you/your small group “going & 
making”? 

5. Why is actively sharing our faith so hard/intimidating? What could make it easier? 


