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October 1, 2017 
(DNA Series: Who We Are at the Core) 
“Making Disciples of the Next Generation”, Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
 
Perry Creek Church is committed to five core values: Bible & Prayer, Family & Community, and 
Missions. Today we focus on family, specifically: how we as a church can make disciples of 
the next generation by equipping our children with what they need to live out their faith in every 
day life. The Jewish confession of faith, the “Shema”, in Deuteronomy 6:4-9 gives us three 
ways we can make disciples of the next generation: 
 
I. Loving God (Deut. 6:5) 
 Just as Moses instructed the Israelites, we are to love the one true God with ALL of 
who we are (Deut. 6:5).  We are to be a church where we show our children and each other our 
devotion and love of God within the context our daily lives. 
 Our family ministries at Perry Creek Church are to be a high priority, and accordingly we 
have assigned creative names and logos to our children & youth ministries: The Greenhouse 
(Birth-3 yrs.), The Treehouse (4 yrs.-3rd grade), The Clubhouse (Grades 4&5), “Rooted” (Youth: 
middle & high school). 
II.  Living Out Your Faith (Deut. 6:5,6) 
 As we love God, everything else flows from who He is.  We love others because He first 
loved us with the Good News of Jesus’ death and resurrection. This love compels us to listen 
and obey. Obeying means turning our wills in God’s direction, keeping His commands (John 
14:21) and following His Word with the power of His Spirit - in our homes, our churches, our 
community. 
 One of the main factors to keep kids in the church is having parents that stay married 
and live out their faith in their every day lives.  Christian parents prioritize Christ as the center of 
their homes, and value what has eternal significance. 
III. Teaching Our Children (Deut. 6:7-9) 
 Moses instructed Israel in Deut. 6 to love God, then to obey God by living out their faith, 
and finally to teach their children. As Christians, we point our children/youth to Jesus wherever 
we go and whatever we do, teaching the next generation to love their Heavenly Father and live 
out their faith as disciples.  
 As a church family, we need to invest in our own children/youth and the children of 
Riverbend Elementary - personally and spiritually. The church reaches out to families by 
equipping children/youth and their families to know Jesus, grow in faith, and go by serving our 
church, our community, and the nations:  “Know, Grow, and Go”. 
 
Prayer:  As a multigenerational family of faith, help us adult members/parents to love, obey, 
and teach our children/our youth about our Living Lord to help the next generation to follow 
Jesus. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. As a child, was any adult in your family instrumental in showing you what it means to 

combine real life with faith in Christ? 
2.  As a child, was any adult in your church community helpful in showing you what it means 

to combine real life with faith in Christ? 
3. What does it mean in daily life to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength” (Deut. 6:5)? How do we teach this to children/youth? 
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4. If the church is a “family of families”, how can we help its young adults stay in the faith? 
5. How could you personally support families/children/youth at Perry Creek Church? 
 
 


