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November 19, 2017 
(Foreign to Familiar Series: Ephesians 1-3) 
“Encouraged in Ministry”, Ephesians 3:1-13 
 
Moments in Christian ministry can sometimes be discouraging in smaller ways or even larger 
dramatic ways.  The apostle Paul addressed this issue to Ephesian believers, and personally 
shared his practical insights for encouragement (even from Roman prison) in Ephesians 3:1-13. 
 
In Ephesians 2, Paul spoke about how God was building the Jews and Gentiles into a holy 
temple where He dwells by His Spirit.  This temple, “new humanity”, is built on the foundation 
of Jesus Himself (Eph.2:15-22).  The goal of all ministry is to share what God “accomplished in 
Christ Jesus” with everyone on earth and heaven (Eph.3:11-12).   
 
Christian ministry assumes that every believer should have a ministry, serving somewhere; and 
that if you have a ministry, you will sometime face discouragement. 
Four Encouraging Truths About Ministry: 
1. Your ministry is a stewardship of God’s grace.  Ephesians 3:1-6 
 Stewardship always involves the entrusting of a resource (money authority, knowledge, etc.). 
and responsibility for investing that resource wisely. God provides the resources and we invest 
them.  Paul’s resources for his ministry for bringing Christ to the Gentiles (the world) were his 
theological education in the Old Testament, and his allowed spiritual wounds (his suffering of 
guilt and shame) from being a murderer and persecutor of the Church. These skills and 
knowledge were essential in dealing with the Gentiles with compassion and understanding. 
2.  Your ministry is a gift from God.  Ephesians 3:7-8 
Our ministry is a gift from God, not our gift to Him. Paul is so very optimistic about his ministry 
because in spite of being “less than the least of all God’s people”, he was given the privilege of 
sharing “the boundless riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8), God’s love and forgiveness, with the world. 
3.  Ministry is a gear, not a whole machine.  Ephesians 3: 9-11 
When it comes to sharing the riches of Christ, we work with the Church, the body of all 
believers, not just by ourselves (Eph. 3:10). God has others working in people’s lives to 
accomplish His purposes. God’s big-picture plan to bring the Gospel to all the world, even in 
the heavenly realms (Eph. 3:10), will be accomplished through His Church. We simply find our 
own ministries working through the Church, and trust in God working out His master plan. 
4.  Your ministry is (should be) backed by powerful prayer.  Ephesians 3:12 
Prayer really does change things! Paul tells us “we may approach God with freedom [from guilt] 
and confidence” [that He wants what is best for us] (Eph.3:12). We need to pray specifically for 
our ministry: that God will equip us, give us boldness, guide us, give us success, and give us 
encouragement if we feel discouraged.  
 
In Eph. 3:13, Paul directly told the Ephesians not to be discouraged because he himself was 
not. He lived with purpose to accomplish the task/ministry to the Gentiles that his powerful 
God had given him. May we follow Paul’s example and advice to find ministry through listening 
to God’s Spirit working actively in our lives, and do it. 
Discussion Questions: 
1.  What is ministry all about? Does it include seeking & saving the lost, discipling His flock, 
and serving the needy? What is the ultimate purpose? 
2.  How do you break through a barrier to find your way to begin a meaningful ministry and 
truly accept it? How is your ministry “God’s gift to you, and not your gift to God”? 
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3.  Can you describe a ministry you have where God gave you the resources (time, treasure, 
talent) to carry it out?  
4.  Do you have any wounds which you have discovered actually help your ministry? 
5.  How can our small group best encourage each of our respective ministries? 
 


