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12/10/2017 
(The Star Series) 
“Following the Star”, Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Most people know the Christmas story, but there is still much to learn, even in familiar stories. 
Today we will correct some misconceptions based on the original Biblical story in Matthew 2:1-
12 where the Magi visit the Messiah as a baby, born in Bethlehem. 
 
I. Jesus came for ALL people, including the unlikely.  
In the Matthew 2:1-12, the “Magi from the East” traveling to Bethlehem, were unnumbered, 
unnamed, and carrying wealthy gifts to the Christ Child, who had been prophesied in relation 
to a star, in Numbers 24:1-19. They were probably pagan astrologers, Gentiles (foreigners) who 
studied the stars, and who had been condemned for their activities in Isaiah 47:13. Like Jesus’ 
disciples and even the four women listed in Jesus’ genealogy (Mtt. 1), the Magi were messed 
up, filthy sinners. The Good News of the Gospel is that we are worthy not because of our 
perfect performance, but because of Jesus’ death making us right with God. Since we know 
that God’s  grace is not out of anyone’s reach, we need to tell others, even if we think it is 
impossible for them to believe. 
II. The only correct response to Jesus is joyful worship. 
“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.” (Mtt. 2:10,11a)  Like the Magi, 
our one correct response to finding the Savior of the World is to bow down (Phil.2:10), worship, 
and surrender with great joy to him, as Lord of all areas of our lives. We have a choice: Do we 
want to bow down now in this life or later at judgement?  A word of warning: Anything we 
worship other than God is an idol. If we worship anything other than Jesus, it will fail us. As 
part of their joyful worship, the Magi brought the very best: Gold (royalty),  Frankincense 
(recognizing Jesus’ deity), and Myrrh (Used at burial. He was born to die for us.) 
 
Do we believe the world’s misconceptions about Jesus, or the truth, what God says….  
(1) That Jesus came for each of us, all people in the world, even the broken and sinners. And 

as a follower of Jesus, we are forever accepted by him, and as a result will go and invite all 
people to come to him. 

(2) That the only correct response is the surrender ALL parts of our lives in joyful worship to 
him. 

 
Discussion Questions: 
 
1. When was the last time you were so overjoyed by Jesus that your response was to bow 

down and worship him? 
2. Like the Magi who were called to worship Jesus, are you an unlikely Christian? 
3. Discuss what wisdom the wise men displayed.  Is it still wise today? 
4. Do we surrender all parts of our lives to Christ at once? Over a lifetime? Exactly how do we 

surrender to him? 
5. What keeps keeping us from inviting others to Christ or church? 
6. Does anyone remember the children’s song, “Jesus loves the little children.  Red & yellow, 

black & white, They are precious in his sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.” 
How does it relate to the Magi? 
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7. Would you be open to “following a star” (obeying what God shows or tells you) if God put 
one before you?  Any examples? 


