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December 31, 2017 
Trusting God When All Seems Lost, Exodus 14 
 
Whether the new year looks hopeful to you or otherwise, God’s rescue of the Israelites from 
Egypt reminds us we serve an all-powerful, all-glorious God whom we can trust and hope in.  
 
Exodus 1 – 13: The Egyptians have enslaved God’s people, the Israelites, to control any 
threat their large population posed to Egyptian rule. The oppression was great and so the 
Israelites cried out to God for help. God sent Moses to lead his people out of Egypt. The 
Egyptians were unwilling to free their servants, so God sent 10 plagues to fall upon them until 
Pharoah released them.    
 
I. We Serve a God Who Can Be Trusted  (Exodus 14: 1-12) 
 
The Israelites, seeing the massive Egyptian army in their pursuit while trapped against the sea, 
begin to fear.  Was it really God’s plan to rescue them only to bring them to a hastened death? 
The Israelites saw God’s power in the plagues put upon Egypt, yet, their fear kept them from 
trusting in God’s plan or in his goodness. Still, He would show all that He alone is God and 
Lord of all.  
 
When life is more than we can handle, remember God always has a plan (Romans 8:28). We 
cannot always comprehend the plans and knowledge of God, but we can choose to trust Him. 
It may not be the way we like it or how we envisioned it, but in steps of faith, we learn He is a 
God to be trusted.  
  
II.  We serve a God Who Saves (Exodus 14: 13-14) 
 
In their panic, Moses reminded Israel who God is and spoke truth to them. Despite any 
familiarity to the story, don’t miss the awe of God’s magnificent plan. The Israelites, in faith, 
entered the path between ocean walls. They walked on dry land, not in mud, I doubt if even a 
splash breezed their faces. Israel’s salvation involved God’s grace and their faith. We too can 
be free from our bondage because of God’s grace – the work of Christ at the Cross. 
 
The Egyptians rejected God’s grace, His power, His will, and so their judgment came. That is 
why the gospel is urgent! Time will run out. Pray that God give us a heart for the lost because 
we serve a God who saves! 
 
III.  We serve a God Who Receives All the Glory 
 
In summary, God rescued his people. They saw his power and glory on display before them. 
This is why it is not in ourselves, but in Him we place our hope, which is this: God has a plan, 
and He is greater. God was the only one who could save the Israelites, and He’s the only one 
who can save us. Whom Shall I Fear?  (Isaiah 41:10) 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Are their areas you are lacking trust in God, his promises, his power? 
2. What keeps you from “believing rightly?” 
3. What are some promises of God you want to cling to in 2018? 
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4. Who can remind you of these promises even when it may be difficult?  
5. To God be the glory: Share where you have seen God’s beauty and power “on display?”  


