
January 21, 2018 - Luke 14:15-24 
Save the Date: You’re Invited Series 
 
The “You’re Invited” sermon series looks at four of Jesus’ parables about inviting. It’s all about the 
invitation we‘ve received from God and the invitation we give to others.  

• Week One: Looked at God’s invitation to us in the Prodigal Son 
• Week Two: Began to look at our need to invite others in the Parable of the Soils 
• Today we looked at who we should invite in the Parable of the Great Feast. 

 
Pastor John wove together (1) The story of Hope and Ricky Tharrington’s dinner party, (2) the Parable, 
and (3) the application of the parable into the following three points:  
 
1. A feast is coming (verses 15-17). Hope Tharrington had prepared a feast for guests. Likewise, in the 
parable, a wealthy host had invited guests who had RSVP’d, and prepared a great banquet, and the time 
for eating the meal had come. A feast was coming. And a feast is coming for all of God’s people in the 
future. Called the Wedding Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:6-10), this is a time when all of God’s people, 
from OT Jews, to NT Christians, will gather together for God’s Great Feast. This is the feast that the man 
referred to in v.15, and is the feast symbolized in the Parable. 
 
2. The Likely Guests are Declining (verses 18-20). Hope’s guests, who had RSVP’d, all got sick one by one 
and had to cancel! Likewise in the parable, the guests began to cancel. We should notice the following 
about these guests and their cancellation: 

a. These are the very people you would expect at the feast. These people had the wealth to 
make land deals, and purchase several oxen at once. They were the movers and shakers of 
Israelite society. They were likely guests. 
b. Their reasons for cancellation varied in validity. The first excuse of buying land without 
seeing it, seems ridiculous. The last excuse may be more valid. Either way, the point seems to be 
that although they liked the idea of the feast…when the time came, they would not commit to 
actually attend. They were too busy with their own agendas. 
c. The feast went on without them. We don’t know what they thought would happen when 
they declined, but what happened was, they were left to their own priorities, and the feast went 
on without them. 
 
We may know people who, like the guests, seem likely to be at the feast in heaven; maybe they 
are close to us, maybe they are likeable, maybe they are moral, but they seem really likely to be 
there; but they haven’t responded to God’s offer. Maybe like the guests in the parable, they 
aren’t against Christ…they just have other priorities. But the parable shows us that there is a 
time when the preparations are finished, there will be no more inviting or convincing, and the 
feast will go on with or without them. We need to respond to God’s offer while we still have 
time! 
 

3. So God sends us to the unlikely and unknown (verses 21-14). The host of the feast responded to the 
refusal of the likely guests by sending his servants to invite two groups: (1) The unlikely. People from his 
town that he would have known of, that were poor, blind, and lame. And (2) the unknown. People from 
outside his town that were travelling on the highways and country lanes.  
 



Likewise, God sends us not just to those we think are likely to respond to his offer of salvation, but also 
to the unlikely—those who may seem a little less likely to respond positively (those who might not seem 
comfortable in church, those we haven’t thought of as potential guests in our church or small group). 
And God sends us to the unknown. To those we may not know well, perhaps of a different culture, 
different segment of society, people we just meet in passing. God wants us to invite all of these groups 
to his feast. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
1. God’s invitation is not exclusive, but it is time-sensitive. What’s at stake if this invitation is missed 
(Matthew 22:1-14 has a similar but much more severe parable that may enter into the discussion)?  
2. To invite the “unlikely” and the “unknown” we first have to understand the value of the invitation.  
3. How can we better understand the value of Christ’s invitation into His kingdom?    
4.  The characters in the story found the invitation inconvenient. Was it easier to see your own excuses 
or those of others? Why? What are some of the excuses we give that prevent us from responding to 
Jesus? 
5. Can you give example of people that you think would be likely to respond to Christ’s offer of salvation 
but haven’t? 
6. Can you give a description of someone you know (and your small group doesn’t know!) who you think 
of as unlikely to respond to Christ? 
7. Give some examples of the unknown. Who are some people you don’t know well, but that you might 
try inviting to a small group activity, to Small Group, or to Church. 
 
 


