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You’re Invited 4: Plus One 
 
To conclude the “You’re Invited” sermon series we look at the mysterious parable of “The 
Shrewd Manager.” In its teaching, we’ll see the connection to our mission of inviting others to 
join us in finding a life in Jesus. It’s a big idea meant to challenge and to motivate us toward 
the advancement in eternal relationships – all for the glory of God – using what He has 
entrusted to us for this purpose. 
 
1. The Parable: A manager uses short-term stuff to gain long-term friends. 
In the introduction of characters, we become aware of the problem: a wealthy landowner 
accuses his manager (or steward) of misusing funds. In settling the landowner’s accounts, the 
manager devises a plan to win him friends and influence people who may provide for his future. 
The landowner commends the manager for his shrewdness. This unexpected response may 
suggest the misappropriated funds were obtained through illegal interest charged at the 
landowner’s discretion. Thereby, the manager minimized what debtors’ owed by collecting only 
the “legitimate” debt.  
 
His plan protected him from fault by the landowner while gaining him favor with the debtors he 
helped to save money. He was clever to use resources available to him now for future 
provision. 
 
2. The Point: Earthly people are better at preparing for their earthly future than 

heavenly people are at preparing for eternity. 
Unbelievers are more clever and savvier at preparing their earthly futures than believers are at 
planning for their kingdom future. Surprised? Consider the last time you thought about laying 
up treasure in heaven, or, the last time you were motivated by eternal rewards? Yet, Jesus 
poses the solution to the problem, which is the connection to our idea of inviting.  
 
3. The Prescription: Use short-term stuff to gain long-term friends 
In the parable, Jesus is teaching us to use whatever earthly resources God has given us to 
build His kingdom. Ponder this: those we invite now could become eternal friends who go 
before us and will then welcome us in heaven. But, first, we have to find common ground to 
start the conversation -- to gain access to peoples’ lives – so we can invite! Get creative, then 
invite across the ocean and across the street to reach others for the Kingdom!  
  
Discussion Questions: 
1. What allowed the manager to be so generous in debt forgiveness? (Hint: Relate the answer 

to us as stewards of God’s resources).  
2. What hobby, skill, or experience might make you “likable” or at least “approachable” to an 

unbeliever? Brain storm ideas for gaining an entry point to share the gospel.   
3. We often consider our time, talents, and treasure in regards to how we can serve in our 

churches. What shift in purpose is presented in the parable for these resources? Is that a 
new or challenging idea to you? Explain. (See Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7.) 

4. Why is the idea of inviting significant to us as Christians? (Hint: it’s a heart issue.) 
5. Who are you wanting to invite to TC@PC? What resource can you use or conversation can 

you have to connect with this individual? Be in prayer for these individuals and about these 
opportunities. 


