
Perry Creek Church Assoc. Pastor John Maiden Summary/Discussion    

 

March 18, 2018 
(Walk This Way Series), Ephesians 4, 5 
“Living Wisely”, Ephesians 5:15-21 
Paul addresses the issue of living wisely in Ephesians 5:15-21, as he continues to instruct 
Christians in what it looks like to walk out their faith in their daily lives: 
“Be very careful, then, how you live — not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get 
drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always 
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ.” 
 
As believers, we are called to live differently: to live a life following after Jesus.  As we walk in 
obedience to the Lord, we discover it is clearly for our own good, and is the wisest way to live.  
In Ephesians 5:15-21, we learn that WISE PERSON is one who: 
1. Makes the best use of their time. (Ephesians 5:15,16) 
Living for God and doing things in our lives for the Kingdom, matter the most because in Jesus 
we truly find life, become who we were created to be, rest for our souls, and our fullness of joy 
in Him. C.T. Studd (missionary and evangelist) wrote: “Only what’s done for Christ will last..” 
 
2. Lives according to God’s will. (Ephesians 5:17) 
God’s will for our lives is both the revealed will (shown in the Bible) for all believers, and His 
particular will for our individual lives. As we prioritize and focus on God’s Word, commune with 
Him in prayer, and surround ourselves with godly people, we will begin to grow more like 
Jesus. In the process, we will discover that as we make decisions in our everyday life, His 
revealed will and our particular will, will overlap and merge.  His will becomes our will. 
 
3. Lives filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18-21) 
We can only walk this Christian life with the help of the Spirit of God. Our lives are to be 
controlled by the Spirit (not out of control with alcohol) so that we will be released to the 
fullness of life, only found in God. We are filled with the Spirit at conversion, and continually in 
our daily lives because we need help to obey Him. The Spirit overflows in believers’ lives in 
many ways, i.e.: worship through singing, giving thanks, and submission.(See also Col.3:16,17) 
 
Instead of condemning ourselves for not living wisely in the areas of our lives where we need to 
grow, we need to remember Jesus.  In all these things, where we fail…Jesus did not. He has 
perfectly used His time, perfectly obeyed the will of God, and perfectly walked by the Spirit. 
Where we have failed, He has succeeded, and offers grace. Our role is to repent, ask for 
forgiveness, and live in the freedom we have been given in Jesus. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. As we are bombarded by the “tyranny of the urgent” every day of our lives, have we taken 

the time to prioritize our spiritual needs? When do we study the Bible, pray, spend time 
with God’s people?  What would help us do this more? 

2. As we quickly turn the pages of our monthly calendars, what do we see really matters to 
us?  Do we see ourselves controlled by others’ approval, politics, extreme healthy living, 
jobs, entertainment, Internet, appearances, etc.? 

3. How would you answer the question, “How can I know the will of God in my life?”  
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4. Is there evidence of the control of God’s Spirit in your life? Have you ever experienced the 
Spirit showing you an area of your life where you need to repent and grow? 

5. Have you ever seen the Christmas season slogan: “Wise Men Still Follow Him”? Why is 
Jesus important to living wisely? 

 
 
 


