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April 1, 2018 
Easter Sunday 
“The Resurrection Speaks”, Acts 1:12-14 
 
The Resurrection of Jesus from the dead spoke powerfully to His original followers. It has 
spoken to millions of Christians through the centuries. Many would argue that it is the single 
most important event in human history. No matter who you are or why you are here today, the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ speaks to you… if you will listen. 
 
In Acts 1:12-14, Luke tells about how the resurrection spoke in different ways to 
three types of people when Jesus’ followers first gathered for prayer in 
Jerusalem, after the Resurrection and before the coming of the Holy Spirit: 
1.  The Faithful  (Acts 1:14) 
The faithful followers of Jesus Christ, represented by Mary, the mother of Jesus, are those who 
have been loyal to Jesus for many years. Mary was steadfast and unmoving… from the angel’s 
announcement of Jesus’ birth; through his youth, ministry, and death at the Cross. Jesus’ 
resurrection confirmed and bolstered Mary’s faith in Jesus, so that she would have every right 
to say, “I told you so…” in her joy and rejoicing. 
2.   The Returning  (Acts 1:13) 
Those who have known Jesus (but for whatever reason, have drifted away) or those who have 
not lived ideal, faithful religious lives, are represented by Peter.  Although Peter showed more 
fight and resolve than any of the other disciples, Peter vehemently and repeatedly denied his 
association with Jesus before His death. What guilt Peter must have felt. Peter, however, was 
the first one notified by Mary Magdalene with a “message of hope”, announcing Jesus’ 
resurrection (John 20:3), and Peter went on to become the main spokesman for the Apostles in 
the early church.  Peter had found joy and restoration in Jesus. 
3.  The Skeptical (Acts 1:14) 
The skeptical, those who honestly have questions about the person and claims of Jesus, are 
represented by the brothers of Jesus who saw Him as wholly human. It was not until He was 
an adult at the wedding at Canaan that Jesus revealed His divinity by performing His first 
miracle. Jesus’ death and resurrection would ultimately say to Jesus’ brothers that “Jesus is 
Real”—He is who He claimed to be and His teachings are real. 
 
These followers of Jesus, gathered for prayer after the Resurrection, show us the kind of 
people Jesus uses to build his church, the kind of people the Resurrection was for.  For some 
of us, the Resurrection may confirm our faith and cause us to rejoice that Jesus was the first 
person who was raised from death & never to die again, confirming that God’s promises are 
true, & that life is truly found in His Son.  For some of us, it may give hope because Jesus is 
risen, God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice for our sin, & that there is forgiveness, grace, restoration, 
and purpose at Jesus’ side.  For others, the reality of the Resurrection may finally convince us 
of the truth that Jesus is real and His claims are true. What is the Resurrection saying to you? 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What is the Resurrection of Jesus saying to you… as one who is Faithful, Returning, or 
Skeptical?  Would you now best be described as joyful, hopeful, or questioning? 
2. If you are one of the faithful, which parts of your life are invested in following Jesus? 
3. If you are one of the returning, have you given your guilty actions & false beliefs to Jesus? 
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4. If you are a skeptic, are you willing to open your mind, will, and emotions in investigating 
Jesus? 
5. Does the Resurrection still speak to you? Does such love undo you? 
6. If you were asked the true meaning of Easter, how would you answer? 


