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4/15/2018 
(Master Plan Series) 
“The Gospel and Relationships”, Philippians 2:1-13, Proverbs 16:28, Colossians 
3:12-13, Galatians 6:2-3 
 
How we pursue God in all of our earthly relationships, especially marriage, has been important 
since the creation of the world. Genesis 2 taught us that we were created for community 
(Adam and Eve), but then sin entered the world (Genesis 3) through the couple’s disobedience, 
and our relationships with all others then became no longer perfect, even difficult. Paul in 
Philippians 2:1-13 addresses how believers should handle all our present relationships in this 
imperfect world.  
I. Be Selfless 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition and vain conceit… (Phil. 2:3) 
A. Gossip (Prime example of selfish ambition): talking bad around other people when they are 
not around, habitually revealing personal or sensational facts about others. Gossip carries with 
it the idea of “building yourself up by tearing others down”. As a relationship killer, it causes 
division, e.g.: in the work place, at home, with friends, in church. (Proverbs 16:28) 
B.  Pride:  Vain conceit or pride is another relationship killer when we hold our own self up 
before considering the needs and desires of others. (Phil. 2:4)  Pride drives people apart from 
each other, and especially from the Gospel, which shows us our own sin and our need for a 
Savior. 
II. Be Humble 
“..In humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you 
to the interests of others.” (Phil. 2:3)  Humility is the opposite of selfish ambition and vain 
conceit. It is dying to ourselves so that we can relate with grace to others. In the process of 
dying to self, we find ourselves acting differently, building up others by: bearing one another’s 
burdens (Gal.6:2-3), forgiving one another (Colossians 3:13), helping others with love, kindness, 
humility, gentleness & patience (Col.3:12), and being open to being helped ourselves. We truly 
forgive when we do not dwell on the offense, do not talk about the incident to other people, 
and do not bring up the offense to the other person or use it against them.  We need to care 
about others with our full attention, our present prayers, and follow up with helpful works. We 
were always meant to live in community. 
III. Be Jesus 
Our Savior, Jesus Christ, perfectly modeled selflessness and humility by “becoming obedient 
to death, even death on a cross” (a death much ridiculed and shameful) so that all people 
could have forgiveness for who they are and what they do, and be welcome in God’s presence 
eternally (Phil. 2:5-11). Not only are we forgiven, but we are empowered by the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Jesus, as we “work out our salvation” in this world because “God…works in [us] to will 
and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose” (Phil. 2: 12,13).  As believers, we are not alone. 
We have help, encouragement, and hope every step of the way in this life. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Ta

ke the time to read aloud Phil. 2:1-13, Prov. 16:28, Col. 3:12-13, Gal. 6:2-3.  How is God’s 
path for relationships different or similar to the world’s path for relationships? 

2. Wh
at would it look like for you to live a life without gossip? Is it possible? 

3. Ho
w does pride kill relationships…in marriage, in families, in the work place, in church? 
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4. As 
a result of hearing this above teaching, can you describe in your own words what the Bible 
says “humility” is? 

5. Wh
at does it mean in your own life to “die to self” or to “carry someone’s burdens”? 

6. Ho
w are we supposed to live up to the perfect model of Jesus in our relationships when we 
are so very faulty? 

7. Ho
w are we to “Be Jesus”? 


