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May 27, 2018 
(Master Plan Series): Building Healthy Relationships in Your Marriage, Family, and Work Place 
“Loving Our Neighbors”, Luke 10:25-37 
 
Jesus’ parable of “The Good Samaritan” (Luke 10:25-37) rings very familiar to many of us 
Christians, but a deeper look provides insights that are crucial to our behavior with those 
people God puts in our life path and are important to our own joy in life. 
 
Practical Considerations about the “Good Samaritan” Story: 
I. How should I treat my neighbor? 
In response to a Jewish lawyer’s asking about how to inherit eternal life, Jesus focuses on how 
believers are supposed to live in the Kingdom of God on this earth: “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10:27)  As we love God & are loved and valued by 
Him, He wants us to grow in our feeling and acting for those around us by helping (not 
harming) them. We are to give our neighbor the same care (interacting, loving, serving) that we 
ourselves would want to receive. 
II.  Who is my neighbor? 
This lawyer, who already knew the Jewish law and tradition of helping others, then asked a 
more basic question of Jesus, hoping to narrow the circle of who should be helped: “And who 
is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29) Instead of directly answering this question, Jesus tells the story 
of the Good Samaritan.  This parable suggests that our neighbor is not everyone in the world, 
but rather it includes all those whom God places in our path of life, in this case a man attacked 
by robbers. It even includes those we might hate, e.g., as the Jews detested the Samaritans. 
III. How do we do this? 
A. Nobody does this perfectly. 
Just like this Jewish lawyer, we will inevitably fall short in loving our neighbors in our path as 
ourselves, and need God’s mercy and forgiveness through Jesus. 
B.  Trust God and take action. 
After finishing this “Good Samaritan” story, Jesus tells the lawyer (and ourselves): “Go and do 
likewise.” (Luke 10:37) Unlike the Jewish lawyer with his calculating questions to justify himself, 
believers are to step out in faith as children of God and DO something for others needing help 
in our path, even if they might not be able to help us back. As we obey Jesus’ command to “do 
likewise”, we will also discover the earthly joy of His promise: “Do this and you will live.” (Luke 
10:28) True living in the Kingdom of God on earth is trusting that God will place our neighbors 
in our path, show us how we should relate and act with them, and even give us His amazing 
grace for our shortcomings.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What hope does it give you to know that you do not have to be perfect as a 
Christian? 
2. What does it mean for you to “trust God” and “take action”? 
3. Have you ever experienced the joy of the Holy Spirit showing you whom you should 
relate to and how to act?  Describe. 
4.  What might stand in the way of your loving your neighbor as yourself? What 
“neighbors” and their issues seem to block you? How can you be released from these 
issues and your own shortcomings to act in love to help them? 
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5. How are Christians any different than other people who “do good deeds”? (Check 
out Luke 10:27). 
6.  Scripture seems to interchange the ideas of the “Kingdom of God” and “inheriting 
eternal life” (See Luke 18:18-25 and Mark 10:17-31).  What does the parable of the 
“Good Samaritan” teach you personally about the Kingdom of God?  


