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6/10/2018 
Baptismal Service at Beaverdam, Falls Lake 
“Why Not Be Baptized?”, Acts 8:26-40 
 
Here at the Falls Lake State Recreation Area, Perry Creek Church is baptizing eleven 
professing believers today. Before those baptisms, let us take time to reflect on the meaning of 
baptism and why we are baptizing the way we are now doing, using Luke’s story of Philip and 
the Ethiopian for our Biblical text (Acts 8:26-40). 
 
Philip was a Greek-speaking Jew (not one of the 12 disciples) who came to be known as 
“Philip the Evangelist”. The Ethiopian was an “important official” who performed the secular 
duties for the reigning king of Nubia (modern Sudan). Philip (a Gentile) was somehow exposed 
to the God of Israel, then became a follower of Yahweh, and met Philip while on a five month 
trip on his chariot from Nubia to Jerusalem. The Ethiopian was puzzled by the description of a 
suffering servant in Isaiah 53:7-8, and believed Philip as he explained that Jesus could be His 
Savior. This Gentile, identified as a eunuch, would have a place in God’s kingdom. Per the 
Ethiopian’s request, Philip then baptized him by immersion as they “came up out of the water” 
(Acts 8:39). The Ethiopian now both believed and was baptized; Philip’s job was complete and 
he continued on his way evangelizing. 
What Acts 8:26-40 Teaches Us about Baptism: 
A. Baptism is important. 
Baptism is the way that we identify ourselves as belonging to Jesus Christ. As Christians, we 
are saved by faith (not baptism), but baptism is critical to expressing our faith and is 
commanded by Jesus (Mtt. 28:19-20) to follow becoming disciples. Baptism is so strongly 
associated with becoming a Christian that the one is a metaphor for the other.  
B. Baptism requires water…lots…and lots…of water! 
Baptism by immersion will be messy and a little bit undignified, but it is very important to God 
as He values our obedience. As a symbol of a believer’s burial and resurrection with Christ, 
baptism portrays our total change and cleansing.  Immersion fits that! Mostly we immerse 
because that is how baptism is described in the New Testament — in a particular place with 
much water. The word “baptizo” (baptize) literally means “to dip or immerse” and generally 
means going under. 
C. Baptism is immediate. 
Baptism is the way that God has chosen for us to signify our faith. It is the pattern all 
throughout the New Testament that as soon as someone clearly believes in Jesus, they ready 
for baptism, e.g.: at Pentecost, in Samaria, with Saul, with Lydia, the Roman jailer in Philippi, in 
Corinth, and in Ephesus. 
 
We need to have a sense of immediacy in following Christ’s commands, especially in The 
Great Commission to “make disciples of all nations”, and then to baptize and teach obedience 
to new disciples (Mtt. 28:19-20). If we are a new disciple ourselves, we might ask, like the 
Ethiopian, what stands in my way of being baptized. Why not settle it once and for all? 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Share with your small group your own experience with baptism. Age? Long ago or 
recently? What did/does it mean to you?  
2. Were any of you raised in a church where baptism involved sprinkling of infants 
instead of immersion?  How do these “baptisms” differ from each other? 
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3. This Gentile eunuch would have been rejected by Jews in Jerusalem. Do you know 
of any modern day people who would be rejected by some religious structures, but are 
accepted into Christ’s Church? 
4. Would you now be able to explain to a questioning person what Christian baptism is 
and why it is important? Try saying it out loud. Practice in your small group with a 
partner. 


