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July 8, 2018 (Hidden) “God is in the problem you face”, Esther 3-6 
 
Last week, we saw God is active in the details. It was easy to see God moving…even if he is 
never mentioned by name in Esther. Five years later, a different scheme seems afoot. Haman, 
an Agagite, the arch enemy of the Jews, is named Prime Minister by King Xerxes. For reasons 
unknown, Mordecai withholds respect for Haman’s position, and it immediately ignites the 
ancient conflict of these two peoples. Haman plots to avenge Mordecai’s disrespect by 
annihilating all Jews, and by deceptive, dishonest means receives the king’s blessing to do so.     
 
Up until now, Esther has kept her Jewish identity hidden. In fear, she doesn’t see any other 
way.  Yet, Mordecai, her elder guardian, gives her a reality check what this edict means, and 
suggests she was given a place of influence for just this moment. Esther agrees to seek 
counsel with the king for help, even if it means her life, but not before fasting/praying for 3 
days.  Esther makes her plans, and Haman continues his – to hang Mordecai on gallows built 
outside his house.   
 
God seems even more hidden than before! How does Esther’s story mirror the problems we 
face in our own lives? 
  
I. Sometimes it feels like God is nowhere to be found. 
Not only does Mordecai experience the injustice of being overlooked for saving the life of the 
King, but Haman, the very enemy of God’s people is being rewarded by promotion in power. 
He blatantly stomps on the Holy Day of Passover (by publishing the edict depicting the Jews 
fate) with no apparent consequences. Likewise, in our moments of injustice, tragedy, or abuse, 
we might cry out, “Where is God? Will He not come to rescue the oppressed, to give justice?” 
Sometimes He does….sometimes He does not – at least not in a way that we can fully 
understand.  
 
II. The players are involved in both the problem and the solution. 
Mordecai’s pride caused him to refuse the appropriate respect to the position Haman held, 
and it spiraled an assault not only on him but his nation. When we are involved in situations 
where God seems nowhere to be found, we should consider any part we played in it. If so, be 
quick to go before God (and others) to own it. If not, such as in times of tragedy, we leave it to 
him alone to work as only He can. Esther took time in fasting to plan, ultimately understanding 
God had to work, and so must we go before God to know what part He may want us to play in 
the solution.   
 
III. When God doesn’t send a rescue, he often sends a wink. 
The last scene closed seemingly with evil winning over good, Yet, the next scene opens with 
Haman eating crow as the King has ordered him to honor Mordecai for his former good deed 
to the king. Haman parades Mordecai through town adorned in kingly robes and riding on a 
kingly horse. (Ironically, Haman’s own idea of true honor.) It’s a wink. A God wink is a 
reassurance of God’s presence, a glimpse of insight or greater understanding of his sovereign 
plan. It may not solve the problem, but often brings hope and light that God is involved.  
 
In summary, everybody goes through difficult times: Whether injustice, tragedy, broken 
dreams, or something else. This is not unusual. We must own our part, both in the problem and 
in the solution. We also must remember that God is faithful even when we are faithless, so look 
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for God to “wink” reminding us we are not alone. Just as we see God emerging from the pages 
of Esther’s story, in faith, affirm God’s name is written on every page of your story. God is in 
the problem you face. 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1.  Have you ever gone through a time when it seemed like God was nowhere to be found? 
What was that like? Did you have a part in causing that? Was it easy to see that? 
2. Of the three examples mentioned (injustice, tragedy, broken dreams) is there one where it is 
harder to see God? Is there one where it is easier? 
3. What was Haman’s greatest sin? Did Mordecai sin? 
4. Do you think Mordecai was both confused and encouraged when Haman honored him?  
5. Have you ever experienced a "God wink" during a difficult time? Can you remember an 
example? What did that do for you? 
6. How can we best be attentive to God’s winks in the midst of our problems? 


