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July 15, 2018.  (Hidden Series): Seeing God in Every Day Moments of Life 
“God Is in the Rescue You Receive”, Esther 7-10 
 
Have you ever felt discouraged and hopeless in the midst of life’s problems, with God 
seemingly nowhere in sight? As we have been studying, the book of Esther in the Old 
Testament speaks directly to this issue in the historical story of Esther, Mordecai, King Xerxes, 
and Haman. In chapters 1-6, we learned that just as God placed Esther in the court of the King 
of Persia, God also places us wherever we find ourselves. We also saw that God’s place for us 
might be dark and even dangerous, just as when Haman created the plot to kill all the Jews. 
 
Today, in Esther chapters 7-10, we see God’s rescue of Esther, Mordecai, and all the Jews as 
King Xerxes amazingly discovers the true character of Haman through written records and 
Haman’s own behavior with Esther. The enemies of Israel are removed and the story of the 
rescue is passed down through the generations of Jews through the celebration of Purim. God 
was certainly present and active in the rescue of His people, just as He is actively working on 
our behalf through our own story. 
Three words to understand God’s rescue in Esther: 
1. Resolution  (word of encouragement). 
More than simply rescue and joy, there is real resolution in this story because this conflict, this 
struggle, actually makes things better: the future of Esther and Mordecai in the Kingdom of 
God is secure; God’s people, the Jews, trust Him more. The day of death becomes the day of 
life. The story of Esther could easily be a metaphor of the Gospel itself with Haman as the 
ruthless, powerful, arrogant enemy (like Satan) constructing an impaling pole, an instrument of 
death & public humiliation (similar to the cross for God’s son). Yet with Haman’s own impaling, 
the instrument of death becomes the enemy’s own undoing, as Christ’s death on the cross 
becomes the very tool of our rescue from judgment as we gain salvation by trusting Him. 
2. Reversal (word of warning). 
There are so many reversals in the story of Esther. Nothing at the end of the story is the way it 
is in the middle.  May we remember that what we see in the middle may be the opposite of 
what is truth in the resolution of difficult life situations. 
3. Remembrance (word for the ages). 
The book of Esther ends beyond the rescue to the feast of Purim, a remembrance of God’s 
rescue of the Jews to be celebrated for centuries. This feast helps Jews see God, not only in 
the past but in the present. As Christians, we are also reminded by this story of Esther that 
God is around us in all of life’s circumstances, even if it is hard to see him in the places that we 
look. 
 
Can we remember that our lives are not random, that God is present and active in the good 
and the bad, the huge and the tiny issues?  Are we willing to have faith that God will bring 
resolution when we are in the middle of difficult circumstances? Are we ready for the resolution 
of God when all the difficulties, puzzles, frustrations, even tragedies in our own story suddenly 
make sense? The story of Esther reminds us as believers that our relational God is with us and 
acting through us in all of life’s circumstances. 
Discussion Questions:  
1. What would help you to have more faith in the middle of messy circumstances when there 
seems to be no help or God in sight? 



Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich: Sermon Summary/Discussion    

 

2. Do you look for God’s gracious, merciful, triumphant presence in your life, or are you 
constantly blocked by doubt, fear, and worry?  What could help you? 
3.  Has God ever rescued you in a time of trial in your life in a way that you would want to tell or 
celebrate with your friends, children and grand children? 
4.  God used Esther & Mordecai to bring about His will. Has God ever worked through you for 
His purposes, or is that just reserved for historical heroes/heroines of faith? 
5. We have now completed the book of Esther.  What would you like to remember about it? 

 
  


