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8/05/2018 
(Hidden Series): Seeing God in the Every Day Moments of Life 
“Acting the Fool”, Proverbs 26:1-12 
 
Do you recognize foolishness in yourself or those around you?  Solomon in Proverbs 26:1-12 
warns us all, especially the younger generation (his son, Prov.1:8), to make the choice to flee 
from fools or acting like a fool, and run to God’s wisdom (Proverbs 8). 
 
Mentioned over 70 times in Proverbs, “The fool” (also called the scoffer, the sluggard, the 
simple person, etc.) is the main anti-hero to wisdom. Using many one-liner wise sayings, 
Solomon teaches us about fools through one dimensional character traits that focus on how a 
fool operates, especially in Prov. 26:1-12. 
 
Description of the Fool: 
1. The fool does not learn…from advice, rebuke, or even consequences. 
He/She CAN learn but WILL NOT because he thinks he knows it all by himself. Wisdom, 
however, learns from others, especially God. 
2.   The fool loves to talk….because he is all about himself. The fool blurts out whatever is on 
his mind, freely giving advice, and quick to show anger. 
3.   The fool in his self-centered life is headed for trouble, even ruin, & drags others along. 
 
Four Truths about Dealing with Foolish People: 
1.   Fools attract pain as a way of life, especially painful consequences. Encouragement, 
advice, responsibility, honor do not work for the fool (Prov. 26:1-3). 
2.   Fools are tricky to talk to…Think twice before engaging a fool. When it comes to 
answering a fool, it is always a judgment call with no easy answer.  See contradictions in Prov. 
26:4-5). 
3.   It is ineffective at least and costly at worst, to give a fool anything. Not only does a fool 
do things badly but he is likely to make it worse (Prov. 26:10). 
4.  Foolish people keep doing foolish things, and rarely change, e.g.: a dog rejects what its 
body and experience have taught it, and returns to its own vomit (Prov.26:11).  
 
Three Applications for Life: 
1.   Count the cost before you connect or expose yourself to someone who is foolish.   
2.   Count the cost before YOU do something foolish.  People will distance themselves from 
you as they do the fool. 
3.   Know that God LOVES the fool!   Jesus forbade His followers from actually calling 
someone a fool  (Mtt.5:22) because He knows all our foolish tendencies and reaches out to us 
in mercy and grace for forgiveness…salvation allowing us to stand & be loved in His presence. 
We have hope. Through the power of God, we can change our foolishness from the inside out 
when we turn toward the power and wisdom of Jesus Christ. In fact, God has chosen the 
“foolish things of the world” to show the world HIS strength and wisdom (I Cor.1:26-29, Titus 3) 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 1. Read aloud Matthew 5:22, I Cor.1:26-29, and Titus 3:3-7). What do you learn about 
foolishness from Jesus and Paul? 
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2.  According to Proverbs 26:1-12, how would you now define a fool?  What is the relationship 
between foolishness and selfishness? 
3.  “A rod for the back of a fool” (Prov.26:3) is the same as “learning the hard way”. Have you 
learned hard lessons in your life showing you your foolish ways? 
4.  What kind of foolish behavior did Peter exhibit before the resurrection?  How did he change 
from being a fool to having Godly wisdom?  Is change really possible for us? How? 
5.  According to Proverbs 26:10-12, what should Christians do when we encounter foolish 
behavior in someone we know? Avoid, engage, or try to correct them? 


