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9/16/2018 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus is the Word of God”, John 1:1-18 
 
The Gospel of John takes us beyond the common thinking that Jesus is just a nice guy, to a 
vast array of pictures, images, and metaphors that describe who Jesus really is. The prologue 
(John 1:1-18) gives eighteen different titles for Jesus as it presents many of the themes to 
John’s Gospel, using amazing literary techniques and structure. Named by some as the 
Shakespeare of the New Testament under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, John uses the 
simplest language to express the most profound thoughts. It is a book “where a child could 
wade or an elephant could swim.” Today, we look at the first depiction that John gives of 
Jesus:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
(John 1:1) 
 
Three Things That Jesus Does as the Word of God (John 1:1-18) 
 
1. God’s Word Creates. In the Old Testament, the Word of God, his spoken expression, 
was what God used to create the world (Ps. 33:6, Gen.1:3,6,9+). John is saying that Jesus is 
fully God (Jn.1:17), and as the Word, the second person of the Trinity, Jesus creates (Jn.1:3, 
Col.1:16-17).  
 
2. God’s Word Saves. As described in Ps. 107, God hears the prayers of the needy and 
saves/rescues them. Jesus, the Word, came into the world, not recognized or received for who 
he was as God. For those who did receive/believe in him, Jesus pardoned from God’s just 
wrath for their sin (Jn.3:18) and  gave the “right to become children of God” (Jn.1:9-13). 
 
3. God’s Word Reveals. God in the Old Testament had been sending his Word to Israel for 
1400 years with commands, stories, poems, songs, letters, and even through the prophets.  
Now to more fully reveal the character and heart of God, John tells us that God the Son, the 
actual Word, came to earth in human flesh (Jn.1:14) to make himself known even further in 
God’s wondrous loving grace and truth (Jn.1:17).  
 
Applications:    
It was not until God actually SENT the Word, His Son, into the world, that it accomplished 
God’s purpose to show us what he was really like.  Words are only good when they are 
spoken.   That same God sends us, his disciples, (just like he sent his Son) out to a world in 
confusion that does not know what God is like.  We have a chance to show them the heart of 
God in the heart of Jesus.  We can speak the Word because Jesus is the Word. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Who is Jesus to you….really!  In your experience. Not just what you have been told. 
2. What did Pastor John mean when he said, “Once we see Jesus, really see him, we will never 
look at God the same again. Ever.” 
3.  What does it mean to be “saved”? How has Jesus saved you..spiritually, physically, 
emotionally, mentally, etc.) 
4. Do you have words that you remember when you need rescuing? 
5. Can you share what God through Jesus’ spirit has been revealing to you recently about him 
or about himself?  Have you shared any words of truth with others recently? 
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6. How does God reveal things/truths to you? 
7. What do our words reveal about our hearts? (II Tim.3:16-17)  


