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October 7, 2018 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus Is the Temple”, John 2:12-22 
 
Contrary to our common image of a loving, sweet Jesus, all four Gospels present a story of 
Jesus as angry, even furious as He cleanses the Temple (Matthew 21:12-17, Mark 11:12-18, 
Luke 19:45-48, John 2:12-22).  What brings Jesus to such fury? What does God want all the 
world to know in this story from Jesus’ actions, His words, and His emotions? 
 
I.  The Story: Jesus Cleanses the Temple (John 2:12-22) 
Arriving in Jerusalem for the Passover celebration at the massive Temple, the center of worship 
for Israel, Jesus’ expectations would have been that it was a place where God was to dwell 
(awaiting the return of His Shekinah glory at the mercy seat), and a place of sacrifice for sin 
(offering animal sacrifices to God). Combined, it was a place where man could meet God - 
God’s presence was near in the Holy of Holies and He offered forgiveness because of 
sacrifices offered. In the Court of the Gentiles all nations were welcome to worship God. 
 
Instead of worship, however, Jesus found chaos/bedlam in the Temple Courts - a giant 
marketplace both for selling animals and exploiting people financially. With a whip, Jesus 
“drove all from the courts”, “scattered the coins”, “overturned their tables”, and told some 
sellers to “get out” (Jn.2:13-16). When His authority was questioned by the Jews, Jesus 
exclaimed, “Destroy this temple and you are going to raise it in three days.” (Jn.2:19)  Angry 
actions and an amazing reply. 
 
II. The Claim: Jesus IS the Temple. 
Jesus’ zeal and passion in the Temple, prophesied in Psalm 69:9, was against all the financial 
dealings in the Temple which were destroying this as a place of worship.  When questioned, 
Jesus clarified that He Himself, His body, was the actual Temple of God (Jn.2:21). He wanted 
people to know clearly that He was the presence of God among humanity. Jesus, “the Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (Jn.1:14).  Jesus saw the corruption of people 
in the traditional form of Temple worship and revealed a new way to know God.  God knows 
the sin/failure in all of us as we try to reach His presence (Jn.2:24,25)  In place of our efforts, 
God offers His own solution through the ultimate sacrifice of His Son for our sins.  There is no 
more need for sacrifice to cover our sin because Jesus in His divinity died in our place. 
 
No longer do we need to beat up on ourselves for not being good enough (unworthy, unloved, 
rejected, shameful, abandoned, condemned).  No longer do we have to run, hide, or blame 
others.  Jesus created us (Jn.1:2), and by His sacrifice (not ours), Jesus welcomes us into the 
very presence of God as we come to Him in faith.  Jesus is where all people can meet God. He 
has swept away more than just coins and tables to bring us to God.  Jesus has swept away all 
our sin as He died on the Cross, an action of God’s passion and love for each of us. May we 
be encouraged, grateful, and revel in His presence! 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Given Jesus’ cleansing of the temple as our example, what do Christians have the right to 

be angry about? 
2. What two types of temples are described in this story of Jesus in Jn.2:12-22? Describe. 
3. How can Jesus uniquely be a one and done sacrifice for us to God? 
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4. If we experience God’s presence through Jesus, and Jesus has died.  Where is God for us? 
5. Are you living as if you believe Jesus’ sacrifice was/is enough for your sin? What does that 

look like? 
 


