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October 14, 2018 
(More Than Just a Nice Man Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus Is the Real Rabbi”, John 3:1-21 
 
The Apostle John reveals through the conversation of Nicodemus and Jesus (John 3:1-21) that 
the REAL Rabbi (teacher) is not Nicodemus, but is Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Man. 
Nicodemus may have taught the Jewish law for those seeking God’s acceptance and 
forgiveness, but Jesus taught ultimate Truth about how to please God and have a relationship 
with Him here on earth and in heaven, through our turning to His love and mercy. 
I. The Credential Required for God’s Kingdom : You must be born again. 
Jesus clearly teaches that the one requirement to enter the Kingdom of God is new birth: “Very 
truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” (Jn.3:3) This 
“no one” includes ALL people in history (even Nicodemus), today (even ourselves), and future 
generations worldwide. No matter who you are or what you have done, you must be born 
again. Going to church does not make you a Christian anymore than being in a garage makes 
you a car. 
What does “born again” mean? 
1. “Born again” means starting all over, not polishing up what we have already done, and 

realizing that we will always fall short with our efforts never being enough. 
2. “Born again” means being made spiritually alive. Our first birth is physical, but our second 

birth, for our relationship with God, is spiritual.  Now we can talk with God, seek and obey 
His guidance daily. We know we have this relationship when we see its effects in our lives 
(just like the wind, Jn.3:8) even though we might not understand or control it. 

3. “Born again” means believing in Jesus.  Just as the Israelites looked to Moses’ uplifted 
snake in the wilderness to forgive their sins (Jn.3:11-15), we are to look to Jesus & believe. 

II. The Cause:  We are all broken and need God’s mercy. 
After Jesus completes his conversation with Nicodemus, the writer John continues to explain 
what exactly we are to believe if we desire to live in the Kingdom of God (Jn.3:16-20). Our part 
is to trust that the Gospel (Good News) is actually true: God in His love sent His only Son to 
save us from the punishment of our sins and bring us to the light of His Truth for our lives. God 
clearly knows we are all broken (Jn.3:16-21), but for His part, He offers His love in saving us 
once and for all by Jesus, and helping to change and energize us through the Spirit of Jesus 
(Holy Spirit) here daily on earth and eternally. 
Prayer: If we need to be born again, if we need Jesus to help us to change our lives, may we 
turn to Him in recognition that we are not all that we were made to be, and in belief of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, offer him all of ourselves.  If we are already followers of Jesus, may we 
regularly turn to His Spirit in gratefulness for our forgiveness and in eagerness to experience 
the light of His power and guidance in our daily lives. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. The phrase “Born again” was confusing to Nicodemus, and is still problematic with many 
folks today.  Can you use new words to express what Jesus is requiring of us? 
2. What exactly does “believing” mean when John says: “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one & only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
(Jn.3:16)  What does our will and the idea of repentance have to do with “believing”?  
3. Can you confess Christ as Lord with your tongue, but not let Him be Lord of your Life? Are 
you saved? 
4. On a scale of 1-10, what is your confidence level in: what Jesus has done, the truth of the 
Bible, where you will spend eternity?  Explain when possible. 
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5. How does Jesus’ abundant life show itself in your life?  Specific examples if possible. 
6. In this current very physical world of brokenness and shortcomings, what does the Gospel 
have to offer you or those around you that is truly “Good News”? 


