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October 21, 2018 
(More Than Just a Nice Man Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus Is the Real Messiah”, John 3:22-36 
 
So far, while Jesus’ ministry and actions had been intentionally discreet, there had been a very 
godly man on the Judean scene whose ministry was main stream. That man was John the 
Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, who was prophesied to come and prepare the way for the Messiah. 
And while John the Baptist was clear on his role, some of his followers were still confused.  
 
The Problem: Someone thought Jesus was trying to steal their cookies.  
 
Due to John’s preaching and prophesying, he had quite a following. As Jesus began a more 
public ministry and gained in popularity, John’s loyal followers didn’t see it clearly. Instead, 
they saw it as Jesus impeding on John’s territory by baptizing and now “everyone” was turning 
to Jesus (v. 26). To use the “cookie thief” metaphor, they thought Jesus was taking away 
something that belonged to John the Baptist.  
 
John the Baptist’s response is based on 3 basic principles every Christian needs to know:  
 
1. Recognize God’s Sovereignty over your life. 
Before the disciples were Jesus’ disciples, they were the disciples of John the Baptist. But 
case-in-point, John the Baptist was the forerunner to the Messiah – not the Messiah. John 
recognizes God’s sovereignty by saying, “A man can only receive what’s given to him from 
heaven.” (v. 27). John is saying we need to let God be God in the way he writes our stories.  No 
matter what resource we are fighting to maintain control of… whether people, money, time, 
career, or something else, we need to step back and recognize the goodness of God’s control.  
 
2. Know the joy of handing things over to Jesus. 
In the word picture of the friend of the Bridegroom. “That joy is mine, and it is now complete.” 
(v. 29). John is full of joy as he has long awaited the coming of Jesus as the Messiah, the Lamb 
of God, and now that he is here on the scene, John’s joy is complete. As a church and a 
church-plant, we should understand John’s role is our role, to bring people to Jesus, handing 
them over and relinquishing control to Him. 
 
3. Make Much of Jesus. 
Our story is God’s story. It is not for ourselves, but for him. “He must become greater. I must 
become less.” (v. 30). John, the gospel writer further says in v. 32-36, “the one from above is 
above all; the Father loves the Son, and has placed all things in his hands; whoever believes in 
the Son has eternal life.” God sent his one and only Son to show you what God is like and to 
testify His truth. Jesus was the Word who created the world, and Jesus is the Messiah who 
died to buy it back with his blood – it ALL belongs to him. That’s why we are to make much of 
Jesus. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Who was John the Baptist and why is his depiction of Jesus significant? 
2. What cookie has Jesus taken from you? Did it change you? 
3. Has there been a time in service or ministry that you believed was good, but it was 

somehow taken from you? How was your faith challenged or strengthened by this?  
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4. God’s sovereignty means: 1) God is in control, 2) God has the right to be in control. What 
helps you to better understand this concept: his nature, his actions, or something else?  

5. What joy have you experienced recognizing God’s Will over your own? 
6. If our story is God’s story, do we really hold any cookies? What is the role of every Christian?    


