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November 11, 2018 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series) 
“Jesus Is…Not What We Expect”: John 5:1-18 
 
In the story about the healing of the disabled man at the pool in Jerusalem called Bethesda (in 
Aramaic), the Apostle John shows us the limitations of our own minds and gives us an glimpse 
into the greatness and goodness of God.  As we look at this story with a minimum of details, 
we see that once again Jesus is performing a miracle which “revealed his glory” and would 
draw others to Him (John 2:11). This time, as in the story of the Samaritan woman (Jn.4:25,26), 
Jesus goes beyond physical healing to expose the darkness in the minds and lives of people 
(here, the Jewish leaders) (Jn. 5:16-18) and to reveal in His actions (Jn. 5:8) and words (Jn. 
5:17,18) the attributes of God Himself.  
  
In the minds of the disabled people looking for healing around the pool, they expected a 
person could actually be healed if they were the first in the pool after the waters were agitated 
(Jn.5:7).  Jesus, instead revealed His glory with a few words as He told the disabled man to 
“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”  In the minds of the Jewish leaders, they would expect 
Jesus to follow the religious law and not work/heal on the Sabbath (Jn. 5:16-18), but Jesus 
chose not only to heal the man on the Sabbath but for him to carry his mat (a violation of the 
law). And then Jesus unexpectedly burst past any of their thoughts, to reveal Himself to be like 
God! (Jn.5:17) 
 
In our minds as we read this story, we might find many things unexpected: 
 
1. Unexpected recipient:  This disabled man did not make the initial contact with Jesus, and 
did not even know Jesus’ name, although he is quick to tell the Jewish leaders that Jesus 
(“him”) is responsible for the healing. To this man, Jesus surprisingly showed mercy and grace. 
 
2. Unexpected Deed:  Since Jesus was Himself a Jew, we would expect, as the Jewish 
leaders did, that He would follow the law and choose a non Sabbath day to “work” a miracle 
(Jn.5:17). They might have been keeping an eye out for a miracle based on His previous 
actions with the Samaritan woman (Jn. 4:18) and the Royal Official’s son (Jn. 4:50), but He 
additionally chose to do the miracle on the Sabbath, which would expose the hearts of the 
Jewish elders and allow Him to clarify His authority as the Son of God. 
 
3. Unexpected Claim:  Instead of running from trouble, as most people might have done, 
Jesus made a counter claim to those who accused Him of putting Himself in God’s place: “My 
Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.” (Jn.5:17) Jesus showed He 
was far more than what people expected.  He was and is the Son of God, even God Himself. 
 
May we understand with our minds that Jesus has the authority to violate our expectations in 
order to show the mercy and goodness of God.  May we step beyond our fears/anxieties and 
our desire to control our days with our own expectations, and submit our wills in faith to our 
God who lovingly knows infinitely more than we do what would be best for our lives.  May we 
daily be transformed by His love and mercy…. from our own likeness into His. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. How do you tend to react when the unexpected occurs? A challenge? A threat? Faith? Fear? 
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2. What keeps us from having faith when Jesus’ Spirit directs us in new ways?   
3. Why do we want to run, hide, or blame others instead of simply following the Spirit’s 
guidance (especially when the guidance is not what we expect or plan)? 
4. Jesus is in conflict with the Pharisees’ idea of religion.  When is conflict necessary? 
5. How should we respond to conflict which is caused by our own response to Jesus?  
Read aloud I Peter 3:13-16 
6. Is there an “Unexpected Recipient” that God has placed in your life to serve and share the 
Gospel?  Describe. 


