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November 18, 2018 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series) 
“Jesus Is What God Is Like”, John 5:19-47 
 
In response to Jesus’ healing the disabled man at the pool of Bethesda (John 5:-15), the 
Jewish leaders reveal starkly that they have no idea what God is really like.  They condemn 
Jesus from their elaborate list of rules, for healing on the Sabbath, and stand ready to kill Him 
for claiming the authority of God Himself (Jn.5:18).  Jesus then gives His defense for His works 
and identity/authority in John 5:19-47:  As the Son of God, all that He does and is on earth, is a 
reflection of God the Father’s heart.  To know Jesus is to know the Father. 
 
In Jesus’ defense of his work and authority in John 5:19-47, He presents 
three truths that Jesus wants all to understand about knowing God: 
 
I. If you know God the Father, you will recognize Jesus. 
Like an apprentice, Jesus does only what the Father shows Him (Jn.:5:19,20). While He was on 
earth, Jesus was actually a man, and gave up the independent exercise of His Godlike abilities.  
All that He did was a reflection of God the Father’s heart (Jn.5:42): e.g., loving the outcasts 
(Samaritan woman), healing bodies (the overlooked and disabled at the pool of Bethesda & the 
elite, Royal official’s son), teaching the learned (Nicodemus), caring for life’s details (wine at the 
wedding), being angry at religious oppression (Temple money changers), pursuing relationships 
(woman at the well), and ultimately offering love and forgiveness to the world (Jesus’ willing 
death and powerful resurrection). 
 
II. If you know the Old Testament, you will recognize Jesus. 
Jesus presents John the Baptist as a valid witness to Himself, as John called Jesus the “Lamb 
of God” (Jn.:1:29) and declared “Jesus must increase and I must decrease” (Jn.3:30).  Jesus 
also points to His many miracles and signs which “revealed His glory” (John 2:11).  Yet Jesus’ 
most pointed argument to these Jewish leaders is that He Himself is the One which the Old 
Testament images, prophesies, and narratives point to. In their focus on the minute details of 
the law, the Jewish leaders completely missed the point:  Scripture is not about rules and 
judgement, but about Jesus Christ and His love for the Jews… and the whole world. 
 
III. If you recognize Jesus, you have eternal life. 
Instead of worrying about whether we will meet the rules (the do’s and don’ts) of religion in this 
life, we are called by Jesus Himself to focus on His glory and mercy, which will lead us to 
eternal life (Jn.5:24). Jesus, the perfect representation of the Father for us on earth, calls us to 
celebrate and focus on “the glory of the one and only Son who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth” (Jn.1:14).  And as we learn more & more who Jesus really is, we will know 
more & more who God the Father is, and as we turn to Jesus, we will become more like 
Him…and His Father through the power of the Holy Spirit. (II Cor.3:18) 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Where do you get your ideas/info about God? 
2. If Jesus is what God is like, what do I know and believe about Jesus?  Be specific. 
3. If I am a spiritual person and believe in God, why do I even need Jesus? 
4. Is every book of the Bible really about Jesus?  Why? 
5. How has your view of God/Jesus changed from studying Scripture? 
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6. What do’s and don’t keep you from seeing Jesus now? Will they keep you from heaven? 
7. How can you know God more each day while you are on earth? 
8. In your faith walk, is Jesus still just an historical character, a spiritually abstract idea, or has 
Jesus has become more irresistible to you daily?  Can you be honest? 


