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November 25, 2018 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series) 
“Jesus Is the Provider”, John 6:1-15 
 
What are you thankful for? While as Christians, we know we have much to be thankful for, 
sometimes it is still difficult to give thanks in all circumstances all the time. In John 6, the Word 
reveals a pattern God often uses for our spiritual growth (or for those around us). The ultimate 
goal is a greater understanding and praise of Him as the Provider – a relationship we could not 
have known without realizing a lacking and a dependency on the only One who can fulfill it. 
 
Four Stages God uses to build gratitude into our lives. 
 
 I. Problem. 
Like it or not, the first stage is the realization of our problem, something we lack or fear is in 
danger of being taken away. In John 6, the problem is the lack of food to feed the very large 
crowd who came to see Jesus. Even though He and the disciples sought refuge on the 
“quieter” side of the lake, the tenacious crowd came by the thousands. They came because of 
the miraculous things he had done and because it was Passover -- an expectant and 
commemorative holiday to hope for the foretold Messiah. Jesus first asks the disciples for their 
assessment which they determine they cannot resolve. For our consideration, note this 
problem arose while the disciples were obediently following Jesus, and that Jesus was 
comfortable with their discomfort for a time, and so, it is for us! (v. 5-9) 
 
II. Preparation. 
The next stage toward practicing thankfulness in all things at all times is to be ready for God’s 
blessing. Jesus didn’t waste any time pondering the simple solutions posed by the disciples, 
who offered a poor boy’s 2 loaves of bread and 5 small fish. Instead, he asked them to place 
the crowd in a position of expectation – by asking them to sit. Likewise, we need to act 
(believe) in God’s goodness and trust that He is actually going to answer our prayers. 
Remember, the problem is NOT the end of the story, so be encouraged and be ready to be 
grateful! (v. 10) 
 
III. Provision. 
The disciples organized the crowd and Jesus gave thanks for what provisions they had and 
God provided abundantly. There was so much food that not only did the crowd of 20,000 have 
their fill, but each disciple took up a leftover basket to remember this miraculous provision.  As 
most often is the case, God’s provision left them better off in the end before the problem ever 
happened! God invites us to come to him and depend on him for our provision. (v. 11-13) 
 
III. Praise. 
Looking around the desolate surroundings where there was no place to get food, the crowd 
and the disciples were amazed! This resulted in them giving thanks and praise to Jesus (v. 14-
15). Yet, an important aspect of truly knowing and understanding His provision was to first 
experience the problem. That’s the secret to Thanksgiving 365 Days a year is knowing that it’s 
the problem that leads to the praise.      
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Why did Jesus test Philip before he solved the problem? 
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2. Do I trust the Lord will provide for me if I take a leap of faith for him? (through giving, 
through ministry, job change) 

3. How has the Lord provided for us that we are thankful for? 
4. What led to the excitement of the crowd? Explore miracles, timing of Passover, prophecy. 
5. Is my walk with God leading to any problems in my life? Do I have a faith of convenience or 

obedience? With what new perspective can I view my problems in? 
6. Why would God put us in situations where he is the only answer?  
7. Did the “pinch” turn you to God or otherwise?  
8. Why were teachable moments like these for the disciples so important to Jesus? 
9. In what ways may I be displaying a scarcity mentality of God’s provision? How might that 

impact others?  


