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December 2, 2018 
(A Savior for All Nations) 
Advent Series: HOPE 
 
Today began Advent, a season of anticipation and preparation for the coming of Jesus (both 
his first and second coming). We also began our new series, “A Savior for All Nations.” Each 
week, we’ll celebrate a perfect gift (or virtue) Jesus’ coming gives us and highlight a different 
tradition or Christmas celebration from around the world. Today’s virtue is HOPE, which is 
anchored to Jesus’ resurrection.  It’s this single event that provides us authentic hope of what 
God is doing today and what he always intended to do for our future.   
 
A Christian’s Hope has these four principles:  
 
I. God wants you to live in hope (not despair). 
God’s plan has always been for all nations to find hope through his son, Jesus Christ (Romans 
15:12-13). No matter who you are, no matter the circumstance, Christians can live knowing 
“the God of hope” is in their past, their present, and their future. The hope He offers all 
mankind is the expectation of a favorable future under His perfect rule and direction.  When we 
make Him the basis of our hope, it will abound so much that we will want to share it.  
 
II. Christian Hope is in Jesus (not in circumstances or people). 
The gift of hope God offers this Advent -- in everyday and in everything – is Jesus (Titus 3). It is 
not fleeting or dependent upon people, places, or things (1 Cor. 15). While we believe God is at 
work in and through all things, our hope in Jesus is so much more than a focus of the here and 
now. The reason the nations find hope is that a conquering King was born whose victory is so 
great, so massive, all earthly concerns pale in comparison. A trust in health, wealth, or self will 
surely disappointment, but a hope placed firmly in Christ’s coming is eternal (Rom. 5, 8, Gal.5) 
 
III. The Basis of Christian Hope is the Resurrection (not wishful thinking). 
To begin to understand the vastness of Christian hope, we must fundamentally understand it is 
anchored to the resurrection of Jesus (Heb 6:19). Like a boat’s anchor secures a vessel in the 
current or tide, so our hope remains steadfast in this truth. The Apostles and many others had 
seen the resurrected Christ, and this reality made their hope secure – knowing He had been 
raised from the dead (1 Cor). Jesus is called the “firstfruits” of the resurrection, and those who 
believe in Him will follow in this harvest. Despite our attitudes or our circumstances, God has 
begun His harvest and will continue at work until we are eternally home with him. 
 
IV. The Result of Christian Hope is Generous Ministry (not inactivity). 
The fruit (result) of Christian hope is generous ministry. Jesus commands us to be rich in good 
deeds, to be generous and willing to share (1 Tim. 6). Let us be eager to do good and eager to 
share the gospel message of Christ, who is our living hope.        
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. How is Christian hope different than a worldly-perspective of being hopeful? 
2. Why do you think God wants us to live in hope? 
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3. Discuss how the reality and certainty of the resurrection gives those of us who believe an 
unlimited hope in a favorable future? 

4. What are the implications of the resurrection for all of creation?  
5. How do our deeds for others foster hope in them and in ourselves?     

 


