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December 30, 2018 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy: Depictions of Jesus in the Gospel of John) 
“Jesus Is the Faith Writer”, John 6:16-24 
 
Sermon by Mike Dodson, North American Mission Board Missionary 
Jesus is the Writer of faith stories.  He is both the author of circumstances that require a faith 
response, and the composer of situations that leave us wondering what is going on.  If we see 
our lives from Jesus’ perspective of faith Writer, we will know more of what He is doing in this 
world, even though we may not understand why.  As we turn from struggling with our own 
control and obey in faith the guidance of Jesus through His Spirit, we will discover God is 
totally capable of “making all things work together for our good” (Rom.8:28) and can change us 
daily more into the image of His Son (II Cor. 3:18). 
 
John 6:16-24, our passage today, gives us a clear story picture of the tension between 
people handling crises of faith themselves and God’s command for them to listen to Him. 
 
1. Jesus comes to us in tough circumstances. 
Just as the disciples faced difficulty rowing a boat in wind and rough waters (Jn.6:16-18), we 
too face situations where we are not in control, feel like we are losing control, or cannot do 
anything to fix it. As our control is shattered, God uses the circumstances to teach us that our 
total control is simply an illusion.  
 
2. We often respond with fear rather than faith. 
Like the disciples who “were terrified” and “cried out with fear” at the sight of Jesus’ walking 
on water (Mtt.14:26), we are perplexed (even angry or fearful) when God does not respond to 
our situation the way we expect, anticipate or prefer. But He does show up (even walking on 
water) to teach and grow us, bringing good from the situation with His perspective. 
 
3. Jesus reveals Himself and creates a crisis of faith. 
When Jesus shows up and reveals Himself to us, as He did to the disciples, He creates a crisis 
between faith/trust and unbelief/doubt. Would the disciples believe this Jesus who suspended 
the very laws of gravity: “Take courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.” (Mtt.15:27)? In a crisis of faith, 
will we believe in Him and trust Him, as the disciples did in this story?  
 
4. We can receive Him and have our faith activated. 
As the disciples were “willing” to receive him, take him back into the boat (Jn.6:21), we must 
participate, even in our times of turmoil and fear, by turning our heart, life, and mind to Jesus in 
faith, “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith” (Heb.12:2). 
 
5.  Jesus continues composing to call out genuine faith. 
Although many in the crowd did not seek Jesus necessarily for right reasons, e.g., wanting him 
to be a king, they continued to search for and follow Him (Jn.6:22-24), and their story 
continued. As Jesus endured the cross, and showed us he is able to carry all to completion in 
love and forgiveness, may we we each respond to the Author of our lives in faith, and in turn 
share His perspective with others in their faith stories, especially in tough circumstances. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
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1. Can you name a tough circumstance when you had to decide (“be willing”) between your 
control and God’s perspective?  Which did you choose? How did it go with that choice? 

2. Do you describe yourself as a fearful person? a worrier? an anxious person? an uptight 
person? Can you be a believer and still have that problem? How do you solve it? How can 
you help the many others who have that problem? 

3. What is the big deal about control? Is it really an illusion? What has been your experience? 
4. Crises and suffering are all too frequent in this broken world.  Crises in personal lives and 

crises in society all around us. Did this sermon help you to want speak up to others about 
how to face difficult circumstances? How did it help you? 

5. At Christmas, many folks focus on baby Jesus as “sweet and mild”.  How is He portrayed 
in John 6:16-24?  Where else in Scripture to you see him portrayed this way? How would 
you describe Jesus to others? 

 


