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January 6, 2019 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus Is…Confusing”, John 6:25-71 
 
Could there be truth in paradox, two ideas that are different but are both true? Could there be 
spiritual ideas that the human mind just cannot comprehend?  In chapter six of John’s gospel 
(John 6: 25-71), Jesus taught the crowd about issues of eternity that were very frustrating, 
confusing, and even offending to their finite minds. This sense of divine mystery attracted 
crowds and disciples, but ultimately drove some away (Jn. 6:66).  Peter remained steadfast: 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and 
to know that you are the Holy One of God.” (Jn. 6:68-69) 
 
Even though this long, circular passage in John 6: 25-71 is difficult, we at Perry Creek Church 
tackle these issues because we believe Scripture is true, that it ultimately fits together, and is 
good for us. 
 
I. Sometimes Jesus confuses those who follow Him. 
 
Jesus’ claim #1: People come to Jesus and stay with Jesus, not because of THEIR activity 
[choosing God], but because of GOD’s activity [God choosing us] (Jn. 6:37,39,44,65). God’s 
drawing us is both necessary and sufficient for us to have salvation. But, what about the love 
and justice issue with those folks God apparently does not choose? What about free choice? 
 
Jesus’ claim #2: Jesus says he came from heaven, and that people gain eternal life by eating 
his flesh and drinking his blood (Jn. 6:51).  This literally minded crowd knew that Jesus came 
from Nazareth…Not heaven. Even if a few people understood that eating human flesh and 
drinking blood were metaphors, they must have been revolted and baffled about its meaning. 
 
II. When we are confused, we trust in what we know of Jesus. 
When our minds and lives are darkened (in doubt, confusion, frustration) with spiritual issues 
that we just cannot seem to understand, Peter’s response teaches us as true disciples to lean 
on/trust/stick to/have faith in what we DO know (Jn. 6:67-69): Jesus, the Son of our Holy God, 
lovingly offers us forgiveness and eternal life to those who believe in Him (Jn. 3:16). 
 
III. As we keep trusting Jesus, some things will become clear. 
At the time of Jesus’ teaching in John 6, the twelve disciples had no way to understand the 
spiritual issue about why Christ had to die, but they kept trusting, following, and believing 
Jesus. As they experienced Communion at the Last Supper, they began to have more clarity 
about eating his flesh and drinking his blood: the violent death that Jesus would experience for 
the forgiveness of the sins of the world. 
 
May we choose to be like the followers of Jesus, continuing to trust, follow, and believe in Him.  
May we be overcomers (I Jn. 5:4) in the power of His Spirit as we face the many issues of life 
that do not make sense to us (I Cor. 13:12), e.g.: the mystery of the Trinity, God’s sovereignty 
vs. man’s freedom, Jesus as both God and man, prayers not answered as we expect, 
suffering/tragedies/difficulties/rejections as we continue to serve Him. May we live not by sight 
nor by our minds or feelings, but by faith in the infinite wisdom & knowledge of our living God. 
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Discussion Questions: 
1. Are you willing to accept that there are Holy Mysteries, or do you need a concrete answer? 
2. What issues confuse, frustrate, infuriate or even cause you to doubt that which you have 

experienced in life or read about in Scripture? Are they deal breakers? Do they block you 
from the abundant life God promises each believer? 

3. Are you open to hearing “hard teaching” (Jn. 6:60), or do you run away from it, hide from it, 
or blame others for it?   If you run, what is your “go to”? How do you hide? Whom do you 
blame?  This is tough….Can you give an example? 

4. Have you ever experienced turning to God directly for His guidance when you just do not 
understand something or are upset about something confusing?  How did it turn out? 

5. For meditation: God’s sovereignty-God’s choice (Eph.1:3-5,11/ I Cor.1:29-31/ Rom.9). 
Human choice-God’s love for all (2Pet.3:9/ I Tim. 2:3-4/ Jn.12:32/ Rom. 10). 


