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(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Gospel of John 
“Jesus Is the Divider”, John 7:1-52 
 
Up to this point in the Gospel of John, we have seen compelling depictions of Jesus as the 
Word of God, the True Rabbi, the Living Water, even the Life of the Party, but now in John 7:1-
52 Jesus emerges as the Divider.  His commands are so big, His demands are so consuming, 
and following Him is so all-encompassing that when people are truly exposed to Jesus, they 
tend to go one way or the other, toward Him or away from Him. 
 
How do we deal with that division that Jesus Christ brings? 
 
I. Share Jesus.  
Instead of keeping our faith a secret, we are to respectfully and lovingly share who Jesus 
claimed to be as fully God and fully man, what He did as Savior for all people, and how He 
loves and relates to us as individuals and as His family in Christian community.  Risking His life, 
Jesus chose to leave His home in Galilee and go to Jerusalem (John 7:10) so that the world 
would know Him.  He calls us as His followers to share as well. (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
II.   Expect division when you do share Jesus. 
Response to Jesus is sometimes positive with people opening their lives to Him, but also we 
should expect that it can be negative with people faking an interest, dismissive, or even 
downright hostile.  In John 7:1-52, it is actually encouraging to see that Jesus Himself 
experienced division with his family (brothers), the crowd, religious authorities, and in John 6: 
66,70,  division even with his disciples.  If rejection/division can happen to Jesus, it can 
certainly happen to us. 
 
III.  Leave the light on. 
Always be patient, hopeful, and loving -  ready to welcome people into the Kingdom of God. 
Jesus Himself in John 7:1-52 continued to teach clearly to His family, the crowds, and the 
religious authorities in spite of their very vocal doubt.  His brothers did not believe Him at this 
point, but later in the book of Acts, they did, and two of them even authored New Testament 
books. The crowds in John 7 turned away from Jesus but at His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, they waved palm branches and shouted, “Hosanna” (John 12:13).  It was actually 
shocking that in John 7, some of the religious authorities (including Nicodemus) actually turned 
toward Jesus (John 7:5, 45-47). 
 
God the Father knows that, like Israel, we are a “disobedient and obstinate people” (Rom. 
14:21), but He sent His Son to show us the depth of His love and compassion, to call us to be 
His children in His family.  In John 7:1-51, Jesus showed us by His interactions with family, 
crowds, and religious authorities to expect divisive responses, but to keep praying, hoping, 
loving, and directly sharing with people -  the identity, teachings, and salvation of Jesus Christ. 
 
“How, then can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 
them? And how can anyone preach unless the are sent?” (Rom. 10:14,15) 
 
Discussion Questions: 
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1. Have you ever been present when someone else shared their experience with Jesus? What 
were your thoughts and feelings about it? 
2. If you have ever shared the Good News with others, what form did it take? Writing, 
speaking, teaching, actions, etc? What were your thoughts and feelings about it? 
3. Why is it important to share Jesus in this broken world, and not just love in general? 
4. If we are to share the Gospel with others, what is our role and what is God’s? 
5. Can you describe anyone that you experience as “divisive” or  are “leaving the light on” for? 
6. Practice sharing in your group by telling each other what makes Jesus fascinating and 
irresistible to you. 


