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January 27, 2019 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus Is the Light of the World (Part One)”, John 8:12-30 
Sometimes the powers of darkness just seem larger than those of light.  In John 8:12-30, the 
Pharisees (Jewish religious leaders) used the power of their words to try to distract from the 
truth of Jesus’ claim to be the “light of the world” (John 8:12), the same light which conquered 
darkness in Jn. 1:5. In the end of the three disputes in Jn. 8, the Pharisees “did not 
understand” (Jn. 8:27), but “many [of the people] believed in Him” (Jn. 8:30). We too have a 
clear choice:  to follow the darkness (even intellectual trickery of the Pharisees), or the light 
(Eternal Truth in the claims of Jesus Christ for Who He is and who He wants us to be). 
Four Movements in the Disputes Between Jesus & the Pharisees in John 8:12-30. 
I. Jesus makes astounding claims. 
A.  In announcing that He was the “Light of the world”, Jesus claimed ultimate power to take 
away darkness (John 8:12b), not only of our sin, but our confusion: (morally - What is right?), 
religiously - What is God like & what He requires?, and philosophically -What is truth?) To 
disperse darkness, Jesus makes clear claims about what is right, Who He is & what God 
requires, and what Truth is. 
B. In these disputes and also in Jn. 9:39, Jesus claims directly and by inference to be the true 
Judge. He will not pass judgment now on the Pharisees “who do not know me or my Father” 
(Jn. 8:19), but is waiting for the Father’s direction (Jn. 8:15,16,26).  
C. Jesus claims characteristics of the true Messiah to save the people: “If you do not believe 
that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins” (Jn. 8:24). He is necessary for real life itself. 
II. The Pharisees respond by playing games. 
Instead of interacting with & responding to Jesus’ claims, the Pharisees played “games” to 
keep Jesus at arm’s length away:  demanding 2 witnesses to invalidate Jesus’ testimony (Jn. 
8:13), using a distracting question (“Where is your Father?” Jn. 8:19a), and missing the point by 
focusing on little things (Will he kill himself? Jn.8:22). Do we too keep from following Jesus’ 
claims on our lives with excuses such as: too big; too hard; not to worry because others are 
worse than us; or we are OK because even though we might disobey now, we can make it up 
with God later? 
III. The Pharisees seem to win.  
The disputes/conversations between the Pharisees and Jesus in John 8:12-30 seem to go 
nowhere as Jesus makes claims, the Pharisees take to side issues & hijack the conversation. 
IV. But….They don’t! 
The Pharisees are playing a game of strategies & argument which is NOT real. They never talk 
about the real sin of hypocrisy in their lives because they do not understand the truth of who 
Jesus claims to be: their loving Savior forgiving their sins. Instead they grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God (Eph. 4:30), making the Spirit sad so that it shuts down and stops communicating with our 
spirits. Staying the darkness of their sin, the Pharisees slip away into oblivion as the Son of 
Man is “lifted up” (crucified), & raised from the dead in His victory over sin. They may have won 
the game in executing Jesus, but they lost the true reality that “In Him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind” (Jn. 1:4) for all believers for eternity. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What claim is Jesus making in your life today?  How do you know in your experience He is 
who He said He is? What is Jesus, the “light of the world”, currently illuminating in your life? 
2. Do you interact with Jesus, or play games? Or both: picking & choosing in order not to 
change your ways?  What games have you caught yourself playing to keep Him & His claims 
for your life at arm’s length? Why is this dangerous?  Is it about winning or surrendering? 
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3. Have you found yourself floundering/angry/depressed in this current world (even our 
families), full of confusion & division on the issue of truth & morality?  Do you live in the fear of 
darkness or are you truly living, in the light of God’s hope? 
 


