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2/3/2019 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus Is the Path to Freedom”, John 8: 31-58 
Like the character of Christian in John Bunyan’s allegory, The Pilgrim’s Progress, do you find 
yourself burdened with a struggle to be free from the slavery of the sin in your life?  Or are you 
like the Jews in John 8: 31-33 who believed in Jesus, but denied they were ever slaves?  Jesus 
teaches on this issue in John 8:31-58 as He speaks truth about who He is, what He has done, 
and what a true disciple is. 
I. A Disciple Abides in Truth. 
Unlike the Jews who deny their sin of serving their father, the devil (Jn.8:44), Jesus claims that 
believers can reach out to Him for truth which will set them free (Jn.8:32.45). He claims that 
truth can be known “If you hold to my teachings”, His words (Jn.8:31) dominate disciples’ lives 
as they truly hear “what God says” (Jn.8:47) and obey it as Jesus did (Jn.8:55 & James 1:22).  
As we put each area of our lives under the authority of His Word, we will be free indeed! 
II. A Disciple Lives in Freedom. 
Spiritual freedom in Christ is liberating.  The Jews in Jn.8:33 do not understand that all people 
are slaves to sin and can only be freed by believing in the Gospel, the exchange of God’s wrath 
and judgment on our sin.. for His love and grace by Jesus’ death. The beliefs of our heart in 
Jesus now matter, not our social standing or how good a person we might be. In Jesus alone, 
there is sin no more…No more working to get to God, no more fear in life or death, no more 
judgment/condemnation of ourselves or others. 
III. A Disciple Lives Secure in Jesus. 
A disciple of Jesus is secure in freedom because Jesus is qualified in who He is and what He 
has done. Jesus, as the Son of God, honors His Father (Jn.8:49) and is glorified by His Father 
Jn.8:54). He claims to know His Father and obey His Word (Jn.8:55).  Jesus goes on to expand 
His claim to the Jews, not only to be the Son of God, but to be God Himself: “Very truly I tell 
you, before Abraham was born I am!” (Jn. 8: 58). He is the same “I am” as Jehovah God who 
spoke to Moses in the burning bush in Exodus 3:14.   
 
Jesus died to set us free from the burden/slavery of sin by dying for our sin, and resurrecting 
back to life to defeat the grave.  Believers in Christ now have hope that we do not have to live 
under the control of the father of lies (Jn.8:44), but that we can walk life’s path in love, hope, 
and joy in His righteousness….that we are free now and for all eternity. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Do you recognize yourself in any of the following: Denying the existence of sin in your life or 
others. Wondering what sin is in your life. Burdened/enslaved by sin in your life. Experiencing 
daily freedom from sin in your life.  What do you do with sin when you meet it in your life? 
 
2. If the devil is the father of lies (Jn.8:44) and Jesus tells the truth (Jn.8:31,32), 
what lies do we experience in our lives and what truths have been shown to us through Jesus’ 
teachings, especially in John 8:31-58? 
 
3. Do you agree with C.S. Lewis’ contention that there are only three responses to Jesus’ 
claims: He is either a liar, loon, or Lord?  What 2 did the Jews attribute to Jesus in Jn.8:31-58? 
 
4. If Jesus provides Truth,Freedom & Security to disciples,is there anything that we have to 
do? 
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5. What if we take a detour and stray from the path of being a disciple of Jesus? Have you ever 
experienced this?  What way(s) did God use to bring you back to His path of freedom? 
 
6. According to John 8:31-58, why do we have assurance that we are safe and at peace with 
God? 


