
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich: Sermon Study Guide    

 

2/10/2019 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus Is the Light of the World: Part 2”, John 9:1-41 
 
In proclaiming Himself the spiritual “light of the world” (John 9:5), Jesus challenges all of us in 
the story of the healing of the blind man (John 9:1-41) to believe in who He is (Son of Man/Son 
of God) and allow God’s light to shine through us to disperse the darkness of sin in ourselves 
and others. 
 
I. Definition of “light”.   
In claiming to be the “light of the world” (Jn.8:12, 9:5), Jesus reveals His Godly authority.  
Spiritual light is when God exposes us to truth which goes beyond what we are comfortable 
knowing, feeling, and believing.  Jesus even provides a clear excuse for the Pharisee to opt out 
of truth:  the three steps Jesus gives to the man to receive his sight are all against the Law on 
the Sabbath. He was exposing the Pharisees to the Truth (His authority over the Sabbath and its 
Laws) with which they were not comfortable. 
 
II. Response to the Light.  
Once you’ve bumped into the light, there are really only two ways you can respond:  accept 
it…or look for reasons to deny it. Once God exposes us to His truth, light forces us to respond 
with obedience to the Holy Spirit or denial (e.g., excusing ourselves by rationalizing, hiding, 
running, blaming others). In John 9:1-41), the man who was healed responded with obedience 
to Jesus’ directions and had clarity of truth in explaining it to the Pharisees (even though he 
might not have understood all the pieces of the story yet).  His fearful parents hid behind their 
son as they refused to answer the Pharisees about the healing (Jn.9:18-23). The Pharisees 
listened to no reasoning from the man’s clear explanation and instead “hurled insults at him” 
and “threw him out” (Jn.9:28-34). They blamed the man for telling the truth, insulting Jesus 
Himself for being the Truth. 
 
III. Consequences of the Response. 
Accepting the Truth leads to growth and life. Denying it leads to condemnation and darkness of 
heart.  Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into the world, so that the blind will see and 
those who see will become blind.” (Jn.9:39)  This story shows that responding to the light is an 
ongoing process.  The man moves from spiritual and physical blindness to wholeness, as his 
sight is healed and he worships Jesus as the “Son of Man” and His Lord (Jn.9:35-39). In contrast, 
the Pharisees move from some divisions in agreement over whether the healing was “from 
God” (Jn.9:16) to full blown condemnation of God’s involvement in the man’s experience 
(Jn.9:34). 
We cannot ignore an encounter with Jesus Christ.  His light demands a response.  Will we 
accept it, grow, and truly “live”, or will we find some way to deny it and be condemned as our 
hearts grow hard?  Are we willing to expose the areas in our lives which the Spirit shows us do 
not please God (e.g., our attitudes, our relationships, our beliefs, our behaviors) and allow Him 
to shine His light of healing in all the parts of our lives? 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1. To be healed, would you have obeyed Jesus by putting clay on your eyes made from spit on 
the ground & then washing it off at a nearby pool? What does obedience look like in your life? 
 
2. Has God ever helped you to expose parts of your life to His light of Truth so that He can grow 
you and give you life?  Did you feel at all uncomfortable in your knowing, feeling or believing?  
Was it worth the discomfort? Was it a one time event, or have you experienced more?  
 
3. What is your “denial of choice” when you face sin in your life: running, hiding, blaming, 
rationalizing, something else?  Examples?  
 
4. What gave that healed man such boldness in speaking with the powerful Pharisees?  How 
can we walk past our own fears in speaking about Jesus in our lives? 
 
5. Is this a story about our trying to fix broken relationships between the Pharisees, the man, 
and Jesus?  Or is there a higher brokenness that is addressed here that only God can fix? 


