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March 3, 2019 
“Seeing What Jesus Saw”, Matthew 9:35-38 
What do we see when we look out over our communities and neighborhoods? Matthew allows 
us to see through the eyes of Jesus, as Jesus personally visited all the towns and villages of 
Galilee, in Matthew 9:35-38 (The Message): “He taught in their synagogues, proclaimed the 
good news of the kingdom, and healed their diseased bodies, healed their bruised and hurt 
lives. When he looked out over the crowd, his heart broke. So confused and aimless they were, 
like sheep with no shepherd. ‘What a huge harvest!’ he said to his disciples. ‘How few workers! 
Get on your knees, and pray for harvest helpers!’” May our Lord help us to see people today the 
way that Jesus saw them, and act with compassion (a visceral response compelling us to 
action)! 
I. Jesus saw the depth of people’s need. (Mtt. 9:36) 
At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus had made this same trip of teaching the Word, 
proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom, and healing people through Galilee (Mtt. 4:23), 
resulting in the spreading of the gospel. But two years later on the same journey, Jesus also 
revealed his heart of deep compassion as he witnessed the pain and suffering of people in the 
crowd. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, saw them as sheep without a shepherd: torn & thrown down, 
confused (not knowing which way to go), unprotected, isolated, harassed, and helpless.  
II. Jesus saw the greatness of the task. (Mtt. 9:37-38)) 
As Jesus went from village to village, he did not just see how much certain people needed, he 
saw that everyone was needy in their own way. It was a massively huge task where “The 
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few” (Mtt. 9:37). Outreach is hard work: befriending 
people, earning their trust, serving them, sharing the gospel with them, and discipling them. 
III. Jesus told us to pray.  (Mtt. 9:38) 
When Jesus’ heart was broken and when he saw the size of the task, he avoided anger, despair 
or bravado, and told his disciples to pray. He knew that prayer aligns us with God’s will and 
empowers us to do His work. The Lord of the Harvest has all the resources that we need as we 
ask him to help us see what Jesus sees, for clarity about the specific things he has called US to 
do, for willing hearts, strength of mind/body, & more workers with this great task. 
 
May we follow Jesus’ lead by teaching (sharing the Gospel through the Word), proclaiming 
(sharing the Good News of the Kingdom), and healing (through prayer and doing all the good for 
people that he has equipped us to do) as we seek to establish his Kingdom in the Perry Creek 
community…and in our neighborhoods. 
Perry Creek Church Season of Outreach (Matthew 9:36-38): 
Steps to building relationships: 1. Visibility (Who we are & where we are), 2. Connectability 
(From meeting to relationships), 3. Stickability (Reason to stay and an invitation to more) 
21 Days of Prayer - Booklets available: Things to Pray for Your City. Season of prayer ends 
May 23 with a day of prayer & fasting (sunset to sunset), invitation at sunset to Browns’ home. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Could it be that our vision is so clouded by our own troubling issues and fears, that we rarely 
reach out to the brokenness/pain/suffering of others?  Your experiences?  Solutions? 
2. Why exactly is it that you would actually want to tell others about the Good Shepherd and the 
sheep?  Do you lean into this story or move away? Is it about our works? About our hearts? 
3. It’s hard enough to give our lives over to Jesus’ Lordship.  Shouldn’t that be enough? Why 
would God also ask us…no, command us…to spread the Gospel? Isn’t that for pastors? 
4. Will you personally/your small group covenant with Perry Creek Church to find a new way of 
serving in our outreach emphasis? 
5. Does our church have something worthwhile to offer your friends/family/neighbors? If so, how 
are you sharing that offering with others? What holds you back? Can you be honest? 


