
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich: Sermon Study Guide    

3/10/2019 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life”, John 11:1-44 
The identity revealed of Jesus in his raising Lazarus from the dead is that Jesus is the 
Resurrection and the Life. In review of the story’s three movements, our perspectives about 
waiting on God are to be confronted. May we be challenged to see that our hearts (motives) are 
aligned with his and that we trust in the deep, encompassing love He has for us.   
 
I. Jesus waits.   
Sometimes, Jesus waits. When Lazarus fell deeply ill, his two sisters, Mary and Martha sent 
word to Jesus in Batanea. He and the Twelve disciples were there seeking refuge from those in 
Judea who wanted to kill him. Immediately, there are two requests implicated: 1) to go, or 2) to 
stay. Jesus chose neither option – only to wait. That’s unexpected, and so Lazarus dies.  
When Jesus waits in our circumstances, it can affect our prayer lives, maybe even our faith 
walk. We ask, “If I pray harder or have more faith,” will He move? Yet, Jesus never called out 
misconduct or unbelief in the situation. It is only recorded that Jesus “loved” them… so he 
stayed (v. 5 & 6). Although we can’t fully understand it, Jesus’ deepest expression of love may 
be to wait.  
 
II. Jesus weeps.  
Lazarus has been dead 4 days upon Jesus’ arrival in Bethany. Just outside the village, he is 
met by the hurt and confused sisters, deeply grieved by his delay, and he weeps with them. It 
seems an unlikely response from the only one who knows the beginning and end of the story. 
Yet, his response can be assuring to Martha, Mary, (and us) that Jesus sees our circumstances 
and he knows the pain it causes. Can we learn to trust He lovingly cares about the sadness, the 
confusion, or exhaustion it brings us? Will we take comfort in Jesus knowing He sees and 
weeps with us in the brokenness? 
 
III. Jesus wakens. 
Jesus goes to the tomb where Lazarus was laid and now decides to act. “Lazarus, come out!” 
This act of resurrected life is the pinnacle of all Jesus’ miracles on earth. It’s where we see the 
“bigger picture” of God’s heart. He intended for the waiting, the unexpected, and the witness of 
not just another healing as seen before – but a resurrection! This specific and deliberate act 
would certainly lead to Jesus’ crucifixion. Exactly, case and point! To God be the glory! 
When we find ourselves waiting on God, we are learning to lean not on our own understanding, 
activity, or resources, but to acknowledge our dependence on God. We may not know the “why” 
but we can trust He has a reason and that it’s based on His love for us. We can trust he intends 
something bigger than we could ever hope or imagine, and that leads us to praise Him.  
   
Discussion Questions: 
1. Why might God’s timing not always match up with ours? Can we affect God’s timing in 

answering our prayers? If not, why pray?  
2. What is your “go to” response/activity when you find yourself “waiting” on God in prayer? 
3. Why is developing perseverance in our faith important to our faith walk?  (Ro. 5:3-5) 
4. How can we know the desires we are waiting on are “in line” with God’s desires for our life?  

(Use any Scripture verses to explain, i.e. 1 John 5:14, Phil 2:3,4) 
5. Jesus’s answers can disappoint and confuse. Can I imagine that His waiting is because of 

His love for me, that it is not meaningless, but will produce a beneficial effect in me or 
others? If what I’ve been waiting on is not in God’s plan, would it change my faith and trust 
in Him? (i.e. do I have to know the why to believe) 


