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March 17, 2019 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series) 
“Jesus Is Anointed”, John 12:1-11 
In the careful details of God’s planning, which lead to Christ’s death and resurrection, we see a 
visual picture of Jesus’ anointing for His burial through Mary’s actions at a dinner in Bethany 
with Lazarus, Mary, and Martha present (John 12:1-11).  While Lazarus reclines and Martha 
serves the meal, Mary offers her extravagant gift to the Lord Himself.  
I. Mary gives an extravagant gift.  (John 12:1-3) 
Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived in Bethany, two miles from Jerusalem. At a dinner 
hosted by Simon the Leper (Mt.26:6), Mary was moved to wipe her Lord’s feet with her hair, 
using extremely expensive perfume. She did not care about the cost (probably $44,000 worth of 
perfume); she did not care about what people thought as she unconventionally loosened her 
hair and bent low in humility to wipe his feet with the perfume; and she did not hold back in her 
love and worship of Jesus in this extravagant action. 
II. Mary is criticized. (John 12:4-6) 
The criticism began, even as Mary’s love, in the form of the fragrance of perfume, filled the 
house. Judas, along with the disciples (Mt.26:8,9) “logically” objected to her actions as 
excessive, wasteful, overindulgent. Yet logic is not the issue here…It’s the sense that God 
“calls” Mary to do something and she obeys. 
III. Mary is validated. (John 12:7-8) 
“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day 
of my burial.” (Jn.12:7)  Mary’s gift was validated directly by Jesus’ words. It was also validated 
by her example to the twelve disciples who would have trouble at the Last Supper considering 
Jesus’ teaching to wash the feet of others in a act of service and humility. Her gift was validated 
also because it was perfectly timed, with Jesus’ crucifixion only seven days away. Unknown to 
her, Mary’s extravagant gift was prophetic, as Jesus himself revealed in Jn.12:7-8. Jesus knew 
the importance of Mary’s role in preparing/anointing him for his death and resurrection: 
”…wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, 
in memory of her.” (Mt.26:3). 
 
What moved Mary to give everything she had to Jesus? Not a cold logical decision, but a heart 
filed with love and worship of her Lord, leading her to obedient action. As Paul taught in II Cor. 
9:6-13, God “blesses you abundantly” and provides “all that you need”, so that we can live 
obedient lives of generosity and thanksgiving to our loving Father who forgives our sins, shares 
His only Son, and welcomes us to eternal life. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Have you experienced any of God’s gifts, even miracles (as did Mary, Martha & Lazarus) in 
your life or others, which would open you more to sharing your own extravagant gift(s)? 
2. Do you really believe that the Spirit of Jesus Christ can work through YOU?  Have you ever 
been able to listen to God?  Have you ever obeyed what God has shown you to do?  
3. As we offer our gift(s) to God, do we believe that Mary who worships& prophesies, is actually 
“better” than Lazarus who reclines or Martha who serves the dinner? Is there a hierarchy? 
4. What holds us back from the extravagant giving of:  our hearts, certain areas of our lives, 
finances, time, career, retirement, our talents, even giving our kids to the Lord???  
5. Extravagant giving can cause others to criticize, perhaps because of their guilt in not giving or 
perhaps even jealousy.  Can your new identity in Christ handle the criticism of others? How? 
6. When was the last time you gave an extravagant gift to Jesus? Ever feel chained by the lies 
that you are alone, unloved, or unworthy? How can you break free to give? 
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Meditation:  All four gospels have an account of a woman anointing Jesus. John’s account 
seems to tell of the same incident as in Mt. 26:6-13 and Mk. 14:3-9 while that in Lk. 7:36-50 is 
probably a different event. (NIV Study Notes)  Check out these stories yourself! 
 
 
 
 


