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March 24, 2019 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series) 
“Jesus Is the Savior of the World”, John 12:12-43 
 
At Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem at Passover (John 12:12-43), the Jewish crowd 
cheered “Hosanna!” as they waved their palm leaves (Psalm 118) to celebrate the coming of the 
“king of Israel” who would give them military victory over the Gentiles.  But in their nationalistic 
fervor, they had missed the point and rejected the purpose of Jesus’ coming: to be the Savior 
(the suffering servant, Isaiah 53) of the whole world.  Have we too missed the point - seeing 
Christianity with hardened hearts only as an abstract set of beliefs, or do we trust Him with all 
the areas of our lives as He offers us hearts filled with real transforming Life through His 
crucifixion and resurrection?  Have we also missed out in realizing that God’s grace is not 
cheap; that judgment for unbelief is real? 
John 12:12-43 
I. How did the crowd turn against Jesus?  
Jesus deliberately spoke words that caused the crowd to turn against him. In John 12:23-26 and 
35-36), Jesus made his last call for the crowd to become followers: to give up their lives and 
follow him. Jesus’ call clearly exposed the crowd’s unbelief and caused their rejection of him. 
II. This happened because of God’s judgment. 
 Indeed, Jesus turned the crowd against himself by predicting his death.  The cross is God’s 
ultimate judgment on the prince of this world, Satan, but because of Jesus’ death all believers 
are offered His mercy (John 12:30-32). There are times when God repays refusal to believe in 
his revealed truth with inability to believe. After most of the Jewish crowd rejected of Him, Jesus 
then “left and hid himself from them” (Jn. 12:36)  He would make no more miracles or appeals, 
and the unbelievers would suffer God’s judgment (Jn.12:37-41) through the blinding of their 
eyes and the hardening of their hearts as prophesied in Isaiah.6:10. 
III. Even in God’s Judgment, there is grace/mercy. 
Some of the Jews actually believed in Jesus, but “would not openly acknowledge their faith for 
fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved human praise more than praise from 
God” (Jn.12:42,43). Perhaps someday they would turn to Jesus in His grace. A remnant of 
Jewish believers certainly remained in such people as Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, 
and they would continue in his mercy.  However, after His triumphal entry to Jerusalem with 
Greeks (Gentiles) present and seeking him, Jesus declared, “The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified” (Jn.12.23).  He was entering Jerusalem where He would be crucified, not 
just for the Jews, but for “all people” (Jn. 12:32). God had hardened the hearts of the Jews “until 
the full number of Gentiles has come in”, but still left the door open for all of Israel to be saved 
(Romans 11:25) by grace. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Have you even turned away from God, as many in this crowd did?  What caused this? Have 
you ever recovered/repented? 
2. What does a hardened heart (or parts of your heart) look like in your life or in others? 
3. What does it mean that we can name Jesus as Messiah and not have a saving faith? Have 
you ever experienced this or seen this? 
4. Did you realize that John 12:12-43 is such a pivotal passage between Jesus turning from his 
focus on just the Jews to ….the Gentiles, the whole world? Why is this important? 
5. Does John 12:12-34 give you any new insights into who our God is?  Describe. 
6. How did Jesus take control of the conversation in this passage? Is He still in control of this 
unstable, untruthful, unbelieving world we live in today?  Reflect on Jn.12:30-323.  
7. What is the warning of this passage?  What is the hope of this passage? 


