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“Jesus Is the Faithful Substitute”, John 18:1-40 
 
In the face of opposition and great trials, some folks persevere to the end. Others make the 
choice not to remain faithful and back away. This contrast is clearly shown by the actions and 
words of Jesus and Peter in John 18:1-40.  Where Jesus walked willingly into certain death to 
faithfully obey His Father’s will that the world should have a Savior, Peter three times clearly 
denied any relationship with Jesus as he pushed back against those who asked if he was a 
disciple. Since most of us identify with Peter’s failure, what then is our hope? 
I. See the faithfulness of Jesus. 
 “Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him” faithfully took the initiative to enter the 
garden and asked Judas “Who is it you want?” (John 18:4).  In Judas’ reply, “Jesus of 
Nazareth”, Jesus clearly and willingly identified himself three times: “I am he.” (Jn 18:5-8). Jesus 
allowed himself to be arrested, to be falsely accused, and finally to die on the cross. Jesus was 
willing to take on the wrath of God against sins of the world just like Aslan the Lion (representing 
Jesus), in  C.S Lewis’ “The Chronicles of Narnia”, who died without resistance at the hands of 
the evil witch for the sins of Edmund (unfaithful mankind). 
II. See the unfaithfulness of Peter. 
At the same time that Jesus remained faithful, Peter denied he was a disciple of Christ 
(predicted by Jesus in Jn. 13:37,38): to the servant girl (Jn.18:17,) to the people standing 
around while he was warming himself (Jn.18:25,26), and to one of the high priest’s servants 
(Jn.18:26,27). Through this example of Peter, we see the wickedness of people’s hearts, 
warning us to be careful because we too are faulty and could fall. In fact, we have ALL at times 
failed Jesus (Rom.3:23), even sometimes wallowing in our guilt and beating ourselves up. 
III. See the hope of the Gospel. 
God agrees that we are unfaithful, but thankfully HE is faithful to us. In their hardened hearts, 
the Jews chose Jesus (the loving teacher and miracle maker) to die over Barabbas (a thief, 
murderer, terrorist)  [Jn.18:38-40]. We, in fact, are like Barabbas - guilty, chained and 
condemned to death row for our sin  The beauty of the Gospel, however, is that we are forgiven 
for our sin (in our emotions, minds, wills, and actions) by Jesus Christ, sent from the Kingdom of 
God to die as a substitute for our failures. By Jesus’ death, the wrath of God against sin is 
satisfied. In the power and forgiveness of Jesus’ resurrection, a relationship with our loving God 
is offered to all who would believe (John 3:16,17), and through the empowerment of Jesus’ Holy 
Spirit, Christians (even Peter in Acts 4) are continually transformed into Christ’s way of 
faithfulness.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Do you identify with Peter’s failures? With Barabbas? How? 
2. Do you identify with Peter’s later faithfulness in Acts 4?  How? 
3. If you know that Jesus’ faithfulness overcomes our guilt and shame for our sin, then how are 

we to respond to sin in our lives? Do we have to do it alone? 
4. What is our true identity….sinner or child of God?  Are we both??? Can paradox be truth?  
5. Do you think Jesus would be pleased with our guilt and beating ourselves up for being 

sinners? Is this humility and humbleness? 
6. Pilate was blinded to the truth of the Gospel which was right in front of him. How did Jesus 

respond to Pilate?  How would you respond to such a person? 
7. Is there a Truth in John 18 that you would really like to share: with a close friend or family, 

with a neighbor/fellow worker, with someone new to you? 


